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INTRODUCTION. 


‘HE wife.and: well difpofed may, in a great variety of 

ways, promote the public good, independently of the 
aid, or even of the approbation, of the public. But there are 
fome great and good.defigns, which cannot be carried into 
execution, without the concurrence and patronage of all claf- 
fes' of people. Univerfal obfervation and experience prove, 
that all defigns of this nature are extremely difficult to conduc 
with fucceis. There always is a great obftacle to be fur- 
mounted in the very threfhold of every fuch undertaking. ’ 
Moft men, of all characters and profeffions, are fo. warmly en- 
gaged in their private concerns, that they have no heart to pay 
proper attention to any fcheme which has the general good for 
its ultimate object. Hence the firft and moft neceflary point to 
be gained, impromoting any important public caufe, is, to make 
it appear worthy of univerfal attention and purfuit. And 
among the various means to be employed for this purpofe, 
none, perhaps, promife greater fuccefs, than Periodical Publi- 
cations. Thefe may be eafily and widely circulated, and pro-. 


' perly adapted, from time to time, to the external ftate and in- 
_-ternal feelings of the public. Large publications are like large 
’ cannon, which are very neceflary on fome occafions; but 


fmall, fugitive pieces are like fmall arms, which commonly do 
much greater execution. How, often has.a fingle pamphlet 
awakened the attention, and united the exertions, of a whole. 
kingdom; to begin a neceflary war, or to bring about a necef- 
fary peace, or to promote fome other great national object! . 
Did not one plain, pointed, fpirited remonftrance againft the 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 


man of fin, fhake his whole empire, and give rife to the glorious. 


reformation from, popery? And 
to awaken and diffufe that noble 


what has contributed more 
miflionary fpirit, which now 


warms the hearts of all denominations of Chriftians, than thofe 
pious, pertinent, pathetic publications on the fubjeét of miffions, 
which have had fuch a rapid and extenfive circulation? Nor 
does it require the gift of prophecy to forefee and prediét,, that 


this extraordinary {fpirit will no 


longer increafe, nor even 


exift, than the fame fpecies of pious publications continue to 
circulate. The beft of men are extremely prone to forget and 
to forfake the beft of caufes. Their zeal will. cool, and their 
exertions abate, unlefs proper means are inceffantly employed 
to excite their compaflion to the fouls of men, and their fincere 
concern for the glory of God. A number of late religious 
Magazines have been greatly inftrumental of reviving religion 
at home, and of fpreading the gofpel far and wide among the 


poor, ignorant, perifhing Pagans. 


Thefe well-defigned and 


well-conducted publications, inftead of obftruéting, have mu- 
tually promoted, each others’ extenfive circulation and ufeful- 

‘They have tranfmitted from Europe to America, and 
from America to Europe, and thence to the remote corners of 
the earth, the moft ufeful information, not only concerning the 
deplorable condition of the Heathen nations, but concerning 
the views, and feelings, and exertions, of the Chriftian world, 
to promote their belt interefts for time and eternity. And 
there is ground to hope, that {till more glorious and important 
effe&s will flow from fuch evangelical and periodical writings. 
They will naturally tend to encourage the hearts and ftrength- 
en the hands. of chriftians, and to call into operation thofe 
powerful caufes, which are neceflary to fpread'the gofpel 
through the world, and: to bring on the full glory: and final 
profperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Deeply imprefied with thefe fentiments, the Maflachufetts 
Miffionary Society unanimonfly agreed to encourage and. fup- 
port a new Periodical Publication, for the benevolent purpofe 

‘ of promoting the iptead of the Gofpel and the general caute of 
Chriftianity. The Editors, however, are deeply fenfible of the 
great difficulties attending the arduous work afligned them ; 
but they indulge the pleating hope, that ‘many of their friends 
will favour them with a rich variety. of their own produétions, 


or with the moft rare and ufeful 


things; which they have oc- 


cafionally collected, in. the courfe of their reading, from emi- 


nent writers. It is-well underf 
doétrines and duties of chrift 


pailages of feripture, Lives of: eminent perfons, Experiences of 


sod, that Drfertations on the 


nity, Expofitions» of difficult 


private chriftians, Inftances of remarkable converfions, Narra- 


tives of fpecial revivals of religion, and every. kind of informa- 
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Conftitution, Sc. of she Maffachufetts Miffionary Society, § 


tien refpeéting the {préad and fuccefs of the gofpel in any part 
of the world, are proper materials for a religious Magazine. 
Here, theny is a wide field opened for the exercife of every 
{pecies of intelle&tual- talents in the fervice of Chrift. Not only 
minifters of the gofpel, but hiftorians, biographers, poets, and 
all who are capable of treating ferious fubjec&ts in a decent-and 
perfpicuous: manner, may here employ their pens, and exert 
their abilities, in promoting the glory of God in the edification 
of faints and the falvation of finners. While the Editors, 
therefore, are conducting this religious and well-intended pub- 
lication, they cannot but hope for the approbation and. patro- 
nage of the’ pious public, and for the favour and ailiftance of 
Him, to whofe caufe it is entirely devoted. 








CONSTITUTION OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MIS. 
SIONARY SOCIETY ; 


‘Fogether with an ADDRESS to the Frisnps of 


CHRISTIANITY. 


To all who are defirous of the Spread. of the Gofpel of our Lorv 


Jesus Carist. 





Curist1an. Brernren, 


ISHING that grace, mercy and peace may be abun- 
dantly multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, we take the liberty to an- 
nounce to you, that, impelled by a deep commiferation for the 
unhappy ftate: of thoufands, who are perifhing through lack of 
thofe precious means of falvation which we enjoy; by a recol-- 
leétion of our folemn vows to devote ourfelves faithfully to the 
good of the kingdom of our dear Redeemer ; and by the lauda- 
ble examples of many others, both in our own country and in 
Europe, who have nobly ftepped forward in the caufe of Zion ; 
we; a number of minifters, and other profefled friends, of Jefus 
Chrift, convened in Bofton, May the 28th, in the year of our 
Lord 1799; for the purpofe of attending to our duty in this re- 
gard, have deemed it expedient to form into a Society, in order 
to collec:arid combine our efforts, for the fpread of the know- 
ledge of the glorious Gofpel of Chriftamong the poor Heatliens, 
and in thofe remoté parts of our country, in which the inhabi- » 
tants do not enjoy the benefit of a Chriftian Miniftry, and Chrif- 
tian ordinances, 
; That 
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6 Conftitution and Addréefs of the 


That you may be the better acquainted with the nature and: 
object of our Society, we prefent to your confideration its Confti- 
tution ; which is as follows: 

I. The Society fhall be ftyled, The Maffachufetts Miffionary 
Society. 

II, The object of the Society is, to diffufe the knowledge 
of the Gofpel mares the Heathens, as well as other people in 
the remote parts of our country, where Chrift is feldom or ne- 
ver preached. | . 

III. ‘The Officers. of the Society fhall be, a Prefident, Se- 
cretary, Treafurer, and ten Truftees, chofen annually, by ballot. 

IV. It fhall be the duty of the Prefident to regulate the 
meetings of the Society, and ex officio to act as one, of the board 
of Truftees, fix of whom fhall conftitute a quorum. 

V. It fhall be the duty of the Secretary, to keep accurate 
records of the Society, and exhibit them at every annual meet- 
ing. 

VI. It thall be the duty of the Treafurer, to receive the 
property of the Society, arifing from entrance money, annual 
taxes, and donations; to anfwer the orders of the Truttees, 
to keep a fair account ef his proceedings, and exhibit it to the 
Society at every annual meeting. | 

VII. It thall be the fpecial duty of the Truftees, to examine 
candidates for the refpective miffions, to employ and direé& the 
miffionaries, and, if expedient, to recal them. The Trutftees 
are alfo authorifed to manage and difpofe of the Society’s pro- 
perty, and to tranfact all the concerns of the Society, which re- 
quire attention, beween one annual meeting and another. 

VIII... It is expected that the Truftees hold, at leaft, a femi-° 
annual meeting, that the Society may realize every advantage 
by their reafonable and united attention. They fhall alfo make 
report at the annual meetings, of the labour and fuccefs of the 
miffionaries, and exhibit a particular account of their own tranf- 
actions. 

IX. The Society fhall meet annually at Bofton, the Tuefday © 
preceding every General Election of Maflachufetts, at ten 
o’clock, A. Mt, : 
. X. All queftions before the Society, except thofe which re- 
{pect the amendment of the Conftitution, fhall be determined by 
a majority of ithe members prefent. 

XI. It is the expectation of the Society, that the Truftees 
employ no Miffionaries, except thofe who exhibit credible evi- 
dence of being |the fubjeéts.of fpecial grace, and of that Chrif- 
tian zeal, wifdom, information, and diligence, which are ade- 
quate to the arduous work of Evangelifts, in the moft felf-deny- 
ing siarunaitaces: i by, wid 5552 : 

| XII. Any 
th 


| 


} 











Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. ” 


' XII. Any perfon may become a member of the Society, by 
fubferibing the Conftitution, and paying ‘two dollars into the 
hands of the Treafurer, for the ufé of the Society. 

XIII. Every member fhali be ‘confidered as retaining his 
memberfhip, and obliged to pay two dollars annually into the 
Treafury, until his defire to difcontinue his connection with the 
Society be properly exprefled to the Secretary. 

XIV. It is refolved, that-though this Conftitution be fub- 
je&t to any amendments, and improvements, which the Society 
fhall judge proper to adopt; yet, that neither any amendment 
fhall be accepted, except by the: vote of two thirds of the mem- 
‘bers prefent, nor before ‘the expiration of a year, after having 
been propofed tothe Society at an annual meeting. 


The Officers for the enfuing year are as follows: 


Rev. Nathanael Emmons; D. D. Prefident. 
Rev. Samuel Auftin, Secretary. 
Deaton Fohn Simpkins, Treafurer. 


_ Rev. Meffrs. David Sanford, Daniel Hopkins, Ezra Weld, 
Samuel Spring, Fofeph Barker, Samuel Niles, John Crane, Samuel 
Auftin, Fonathan Strong, 'Truftecs. 


We would alfo obferve to you, that the adoption of this Con- 
ftitution, and the meafures taken in the commencement of this 
Society, have been accompanied with fuch peculiar fmiles of 
Providence as awaken within us the moft pleafing hope that it 
will enjoy the divine benediétion, and be greatly inftrumental 
in diffufing the greateft of all bleffings, the falvation of finners. 
To God’s omnipotent care and grace we commit our efforts in 
this hope. : | 

To exclude ‘all mifconftru€tion and prejudice, we folemnly 
declare, that it is totally-foreign from our views, to weaken the 
evangelical influence of any fociety of a fimilar complexion al- 
ready exifting ; that we renounce all party objects, and utterly 
refufe to fuffer any political ‘intereft or confideration whatever 
to have place in the defign or operations of the Society. | 

Having thus offered ourfelves as the Mafflachuffetts Miffiona- 
ry Society to your notice, \we take leave to addrefs you on the 
valtly interefting fubje&t we have in view. 

By thofe who cordially fubfcribe to the direct authority of 
the Holy Scriptures, and candidly admit the leading doétrines 
which they contain, ‘as all real Chriftians muft be fuppofed to 
do, it muft be conceded, that the whole human race isin a 
ftate of apoftacy from God,‘‘and expofed to the eternal punifh- 
ments of his government; that the glorious Gofpel of Chrift is 
the adequate ‘and the only medium of recovering loft finners to 
God and happinefs ; and that this Gofpel mutt be known, receiv- 
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ed, and obeyed, in order tothe fecurity of the unbounded 
good which it furnifheth to the miferable trangreflor 5 that the 
virtue and happinefs of mankind ;are really always in propor- 
tion to the influence which the ;\Gofpel has upon them ; that it 
is life from the dead to every believer; and. that that glory of 
God with which jit is fo largely. prediaed in the Scriptures that 
the world fhall fhortly be filled, owill effentially. confit in. the 
univerfal and legimate influence. of this Gofpel.: On thefe 
apes evidently, the grand commifli on which Chri gave to 

is primitive difciples, “Go. ye. into-all the world and preach 
the Gofpel to every creature ; ; he-who believeth and is ba ptized, 
fhall be faved; but he who haliexssh not, fhall be po dear: ” 
was delivered. On-thefe grounds the apoftles of the Lord. ex- 
hibited all that fidelity and zeal, in obedience to. this charge, 
which are related’in thé New Teftament 3; and on thefe-grounds 
zeal in every believer for the {pread of Chriftianity lias an ade- 
quate fan¢tion. 

With thefe confiderations- before your minds; with the \pe- 
rifhing, and therefore very compaflionable, ftate of every impe- 
nitent finner ; with your own immenfe indebtednefs to redeem- 
ing grace, your dolemn covenant vows, your accountability, 
and your hopes, in view, be entreated to caft the eye of: atten- 
tive obfervation upon the condition of thoufands and millions 
of our guilty race,.in other countries and our own, particularly 
among the eathen tribes, and on the frontiers of the United 
States, forminga vatt line of mew fettlements, peculiarly embar- 
raffled with refped.to their religious. interelts by local circum- 
ftances ; and afk, whether, when their. danger is fo great, when 
their fpiritual wants are fo.urgent, when there is fo.much zeal.on 
the part of wickednefs, infidelity and atheifm, counteracting the 
Gofpel, there be not reafon for us,to put forth. every, exertion, 
for the fpread of that precious ;Gofpel, which. is. the grand 
charter of our eternal inheritance. , 

Have we not, dear Brethren, been too long al? too, deeply 
flumbering, with refpect to our duty in this great affair? What 
fhall we not be willing todo? What. thall we not-be willing to 
facrifice? Is not the intereft of Chrift our, intereft? And 
have we, as his people, any, thing to do but .to,promote it? 
May we not, then, hope that our inftitution will meet with your 
warmett approbation ; and that.we fhall have the,benefit.of your 
joint co-operations, your influence, your prayers? Will you 
become united to our Society ?. If this be inconvenient, will 
you not, as the Lord has, furnithed you with the.;means, open 
the hand of a generous charity, and contribute to)the fupport 
of the great objectvbefore us? | -As the ftate of the, world i is, the 


. ptility of the Society will depend much, very much, upon its pe- 


cuniary means. The Society:holds itfelf refponfible. for me 
| mo 
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‘moft faithful appropriation of all monies, which may be con- 
‘tributed and forwarded to the Treafurer, who will give re- 
ceipts, and enter fuch contributions on the account of the Soci- 
ety. 

Tee word, dear Brethren, we would fecure your attention, 
your hearts, your prayers, your influence, your exertions and 
your pecuniary abilities, to the benevolent object we are pur- 
fuing. 

That God may incline your hearts to that which is pleafing 
to himfelf, and prepare us, with all the redeemed, for his 
coming and kingdom, is the fervent prayer of your brethren 
in Chriit. 

In behalf of the Society, 


NATHANAEL EMMONS, Prefident. 
Done in Bofton, May 28th, 1799. 


Samvet Austin, Secretary. 








THE RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE OF CLERUS AND 
HIS YOUNG FRIENDS. 


7 Submitted to the Editors of the Maffachufetts Miffionary Magazine. 


INTRODUCTION. 


My young Friends, 
if is with peculiar pleafure I meet you for the purpofe of 


religious conference ; and feeing fo refpectable a number of 

both fexes collected on the occafion is a token for good. 

Let us then, as we are bound to acknowledge God in all our 
. ‘ways, unitedly addrefs the Throne of Grace for direétion. * * 
* *# * & RR ek ek HK HR eH DH KM He HH 

Let us alfo folemnly refolve to introduce and conclude the 
exercifes of each conference with prayer. For God loves all 
humble fupplicants, and will not treat them with neglect. 


Conrerence I. at 
On the Being and Attributes of God. 


IT will probably be objected, that the religious fubjects which 
this naturally*introduces are common, and have been frequent- 
ly handled by the moft able writers. To this we fhall only re- 
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ply, that thefe fubjects were perhaps never more neceflary thas 
at this day of increafing infidelity: and though we by no 
means expect to equal that mafterly manner in which they have 
been treated, we yet hope to handle them in that fimple and 
confpicuous method which will prove advantageous to the 
members and youthful fpeétators of the conference. If we 
fucceed, no apology will be expected; if not, none can be 
accepted. 

We will then proceed. The-proud atheift puts the queftion, 
“ Does God exif?’ The little chattering babe anfwers, “ Who 
made the fun? Who made the fky, and the notches in the 
leaves ?” How pertinent and unanfwerable the reafoning! 
Can the wifdom of man invalidate or evade it? For every ef- 
fect has its caufe. Each creature depends on the Creator. 
But, alas! though the evidence of God’s exiltence is fo mani- 
feft in all things about us, though his glorious name is legibly 
imprefled on every vifible object, yet there are fome men, of 
diftinguifhed information in other points, who prefumptuoufly 
deny the Divine exiftence. At this day of boafted light, which 
is manifeft darknefs, the hardened atheift is not a folitary 
charaéter. 

In a mere formal point of light, the argument in favour of 
God’s exiftence ftands thus: Something abfolutely dependent 
now is; hence there a/ways was fomething felf-exiftent and ab- 
folutely independent. For independence is the only poffible 
caufe of dependence. In different words, a dependent univerfe 
exilts, therefore the caufe of its exiftence was eternal. If there 
had been no agent from eternity, there would be no exiftence to 
eternity. Prefent exiftence is a proof of eternal exiftence ; for 
nothing cannot produce fomething. 

Philo. But what evidence have we that the univerfe is not 
eternal ? 

Clerus. There are no marks and fignatures of felf-exiftence, 
independence and immutability, pertaining to it. AH matter 
is in its nature wholly inert and deftitute of motion; and we 
may as fafely preditate wifdom and compaffion of marble and 
flint, as eternal duration and felf-motion of any pofitble defcrip- 
tion of matter. A rock or any other portion ‘of matter will 
remain in a ftate of reft forever, except impelled by fome exter- 
nal influence. This, Philo, you will not difpute. We there- 
fore conclude that the original caufe of all material motion is 
eternal. God moves the ipheres, the winds, the feas, the blood 
through our veins, and the moft minute particles of duft which 
offend the eye or adhere to the balance. 

Philo. But may we not fuppofe there has been an eternal 
feries or fucceflion of men and other things independently of 
any extrinfic agency ? 

Clerus. 
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Clerus. You may fuppofe what you pleafe, if you will prove 
it. But let us hazard no fuppofitions which we cannot fup- 
port, and efpecially thofe which are grofsly falfe and abfurd, 
1 afk again, Philo, do we difcover any evidence of indepen- 
dence and immutability in men or any other vilible objects ? 
Farther, what is more abfurd than to dream of an eternal fuc- 
ceffion of objects, while fucceffion neceflarily implies a begin- 
ning ? There is a firft in every feries. 

Philo. But are not men the fubjects of fome felf-moving 
principle or fpirit? And why may we not conclude that other 
bodies of matter aré under the influence of fome inherent agen- 
cy, diftin@ from what you ftyle the firft caufe? 

Clerus. No, my young friend, men are not the fubjects of 
any independent {clf-moving principle. We fee them move, but 
not independently. For no man can infallibly inform us whe- 
ther he fhall move the next moment to the right or left, what 
‘he fhall do, or even what will be his next thought. Men are 
as evidently dependent for their actions and thoughts on fome 
invifible agency, as the plumb is dependent on the line or hand 
which fufpends it. 

Philo. 1 am at prefent loath to relinquifh the idea of the 
eternal fucceflion of man and other objeéts. 

Clerus. 1 am forry to hear you fay it. But, to terminate 
the matter at once, the world, inftead of difplaying any marks 
of eternity, is manifeftly a late produGion. Farther, let us 
carefully remark, that the hiftory of human inventions, difcove- 
ries, arts and fciences; afd, in a word, the hiftory of nations 
and dominions, which we are capable of tracing to their re- 
{peétive origins, teach us, that men are but of yefterday. It is 
more than childifh to mention an eternal fucceflion of men. 
For, though population has been fo rapid, a great part of the 
world is yet neither cultivated nor inhabited. It is therefore 
temporary, and not eternal. 

But we will place the argument in a more eafy attitude. 
To afcertain caufes by their effects is the general courfe of in- 
formation. For inftance, the approach of the fun caufes day 
and fummer, the departure of the fun caufes night and winter. 
The flood is caufed by rain, and the refrefhing ftream by the 
generous fountain. In the fame manner we atfcertain the inge- 
nious authors of the moft ufeful and admired pieces of 
human art, by furveying the edifices they have erected, and 
the machines they have conftructed. Thus, in attending to the 
operations of nature and art, we are deeply impreffed with the 
connexion between the effect and its caufe. Secondary cauiles 
are as numerous as the obje¢ts and actions with which we are 
acquainted. But, fhall we permit our inquiries to terminate on 
fecondary influence? Shall we trace the ftream to the foun- 

; Tainy 











12 Religious Conference of Clerus and his Young Friends. 


tain, fhall we afcertain the authors of the moft ufeful inven- 
tions and difcoveries, and not attempt the fummit of fublime 
and fatisfactory information ?—fhall we not afcend to God, the 
caufe of all other caufes, and the author of all other authors ? 
For as every houfe is built by fome man, fo he who built all 
things is God. 

Philo. I comprehend the argument. The conftant motion 
of all creatures, animate and inanimate, in connexion with the 
indelible marks of dependence and mutability on every part of 
the univerfe, demonitrate the exiftence of an eternal Creator.. 
For matter is naturally inert and deftitute of motion: and we 
cannot attribute this wonderful, this univerfal machinery to 
chance. We mutt look beyond the fortuitous junction and po- 
fition of atoms. Surely God exits. 

I think, fir, it is equally evident that God is poffefled of infi- 
nite wifdom. For when I attend to the infinitude of minute 
parts which compofe this vaft whole; when I furvey this uni- 
verfal fabric, which indicates neither fuperfluity nor deficiency, 
I am fecretly conftrained to adopt this adoring language: 
“ Manifold are thy works, O Lord; in wifdom hait thou made 
them all.” 

Theophilus. 1 heartily concur with Philo, that the vifible 
univerfe is ample evidence of the exiftence of God, who is infi- 
nitely wife: and powerful. For matter is naturally dormant 
and inactive, mutable and dependent ; and who is the fubject 
of fo much blindnefs as not to difcover the deep impreflion of 
infinite {kill and ftrength in every furrounding objet? Who 
made the running rivers and the lofty mountains? Who form- 
ed the hand, the eye and the ear, of man? Who planted allthe 
ihining ipheres amid the blue ethereal region, and preferves 
their regularity and harmony by mutual attraction? The 
profpect charms, the profpe& elevates the foul of man. I am 
tilled with admiration. What is this univerfal edifice, this im- 
meafurable dome, completed im the ftyle of Divimity, but the 
temple of God? As we fee the foul of man by the medium 
of his corporeal members and organs, and the indexes of in- 
telligence, fo we diicover God by his divine operations. The 
utiiverfe exclufively proclaims God as its author. 

But, fir, with permiflion, I beg leave to afk whether there 
are not more gods than one? 

Clerus. If there is reafon to adopt the doétrine of polytheifm, 
or a plurality of gods, there is evidence to fupport it. But we 
find no fuch evidence. Since, therefore, the doctrine of poly- 
theifm is not confonant with reafon and evidence, and fince one 
God, poflefled of infinite wifdom and power, is able to devife 
and effect what is belt, it is both fafe to conclude there is but 
one God, who made and direéts the univerfe, and to explode 
the pagan notion of polytheifm. But 
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But it is time to terminate the conference with feveral in- 
ferences and reflections. 

1. How irrational the theory of atheifts! For that God ex- 
ifts the univerfe bears the moft ample te:timony. Not a fec- 
tion nor page in the vaft and inftruCive volume of nature, 
which lies open before us, but inculcates the doétrine. At 
home, abroad, in the moft public and folitary employments and 
conditions, we are prefented with the evidence of Divine Exif- 


tence. Every object, from the leaft grain of fand to the globe.’ 


atfelf, from the crawling worm to the immortal Newton who 
explores the celeftial world, is God’s witnefs before the bar of 
reafon. ‘To be atheifts in prattice is eafy, but to be atheifts in 
theory is hard work indeed. How blind, ftupid, and even bru- 
tith, is the real atheift! Who thall attempt to reafon with the 
denfelefs monfter, while he difcards the divine exiftence, and 
wantonly tramples upon all the reafon in the univerfe? He 
who cannot fee God every where, and in every object of nature, 
muft expect to grope in obfcurity of darknefs. For criminal 
ignorance and fatal blindnefs have clofed and fealed his eyes. 
Bleffled be God, atheifts are not beyond the influence of his 
almighty arm. Hecan with a word enlighten their minds, 
change their hearts, and teach them to adore his majefty at the 
altar of devotion. 

2. Since there is evidence of God’s exiftence, it is manifcft 
that we are abfolutely in his hands, and can expect_no protec- 
tion but from his agency. ‘To oppofe God, then, is fruitleds, if 
mot dangerous. If he refolves to kill us we mutt die ; and if 
he determines to {pare us we fhall live. For who can prevent 
the execution of his irreverfible and irrefiftible decree? Alas! 
how dreadful to fall into the hands of Almighty God in our 
fins, unlefs he holds the fceptre of mercy, as well asthe wand 
of vindictive juftice! But the fubjecét of, his moral perfections 
will call for our attention at the next monthly conference. In 
the mean time, remembering that the eye of God is upon us, 
jet us be prepared for every duty and every event. We 
will fing 





Mr. Appison’s Hymn. 


The {pacious firmament on high, 

With all the blue ethereal fky, 

And fpangled heav’ns, a fhining frame, 
Their Great Original proclaim. 


Th’ unwearied fun from day to day 
Does his Creator’s pow’r difplay, 
And publifhes to ev’ry land 

The work of an Almighty Hand. 
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Soon as the evening fhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wond’rous tale, 
And nightly to the lift’ning earth 
Repeats the ftory of her birth : 


While all the ftars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 
And fpread the truth from pole to pole. 


What though in folemn filence all 
Move round this dark terreftrial ball ; 
What though nor real voice nor found 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ; 


In Reafon’s ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice ; 
Forever finging as they fhine, 
The hand that made us is divine. 


[To be continued. | 





a 





A PARABLE. 
GENTLEMAN of the country, upon the occafion of 


fome fignal fervice his man had done him, gave him a 
curious filver cup. David (for that was the man’s name) was 
exceedingly fond of the prefent, and preferved it with the great- 
eit care. But, one day, by accident, his cup fell into a veffel 
of aquafortis. He, taking it to be no other than common wa- 
ter, thought his cup fafe enough, and therefore neglected it till 
he had difpatched an affair HP icbithiace: about which he was 
employed, imagining it would then be time enough to take out 
his_cup. 

At length a fellow fervant came into the fame room, when 
the cup was nearly diflolved, and, looking into the aquafertis, 
afked David, who had thrown any thing into that veflel. Da- 
vid faid, that his cup accidentally fell into that weer. Upon 
this his fellow fervant informed him, that it was not common 
water, but aguafortis, and that his cup was almoft diflolved in 
it. When David heard this, and was fatisfied of the truth of 
it, with his own eyes, he heartily grieved. And at the fame 
time, he was aftonifhed to fee the liquor as clear as if nothing 
had been diffolved in it, or mixed with it. After a little while, 
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feeing the fmall remains of it vanifh, and not perceiving 
the leaft particle of filver, he utterly defpaired of ever feeing 
his cup again. Upon this he bitterly bewailed his lofs with 
many tears, and refufed to be comforted. 

His fellow fervant, pitying him in this condition of for- 
row, told him, that their mafter could reftore him the very fame 
cup again. David difregarded this as utterly impoflible. 
“What do you talk of (fays he to his fellow fervant;) do you 
not know, that the cup is entirely difolved, and that nat the 
leaft bit of filver isto be fen? Are not all the parts of the 
cup mingled with aguafortis, and become parts of the fame 
mais? How then can my mafter, or any man alive, produce 
the filver anew, and reftore my cup? It can never beg 
[ give it over for loft: Iam fure I fhall never fee it again.” 
His fellow fervant ftill infifted, that their majfler could reftore 
the fame cup. And David as earneftly infifted, that it was ab- 
folutely impoffible. 

While they were debating this point, their mafter came in, 
and afked them what they were difputing about. When they 
had informed him, he faid to David, “What you fo pofitively 
pronounced to be impoffible, you fhall fee me do with very little 
trouble. Fetch me (faid he to the other fervant) fome /a/t wa- 
ter, and pour it into the veffel of aguafortis.”” Now look (fays 
he) the filver will prefently fall to the bottom of the veffel, ina 
white powder. When David faw this, he began to have good 
hopes of feeing his cup reftored. Next his malter ordered a 
fervant to drain off the liquor, and to take up the powdered filver 
and melt it: thus it was reduced into one /olid piece; and 
then, by the filver-fmith’s hammer, formed intoa cup of the 
fame fhape as before. Thus Davids cup was reftored, with a 
very {mall lofs of its weight and value. 

It is no uncommon thing for men, like David in this parable, 
to imagine that to be impofible, which yet perfons of greater /kill 
and wifdom than themtelves can eafily perform. David was 
as pofitive that his matter could not reftore his cup, as unbelie- 
vers are that it is inctedible-God fhould raife the dead: and he had 
as much appearance of reafon on his fide as they. If a human 
body, dead, crumbles into duff, and mingles with the earth, or 
with the water of the fea, fo.as to be difcernible no more; fo 
the filver cup was diflolved into parts invi/ible, and mingled with 
the mafs of aquafertis. Is it not then eafy.to be conceived, that 
as a man has wifdom and power enough to bring thefe parts of 
the filver to be vifible again, and to reduce them to a cup as be- 
fore ; fo God, the maker of heaven and earth, muit have wit- 
dom and power enough to bring the parts of a diffolved hu- 
man dedy together, and to form them into a human body again? 
What though David could not reftore his own cup? Ker” 
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that a reafon that no man could do it? And when his mafter 
had promi/ed to rettore it; what though David could not pofit- 


‘bly conjedure by what method his mafler would doit? This 


was no proof that his mafler was at a lofs for a method. So, 
though men cannot raife the dead, yet God, who is infinitely wi- 
fer and ftronger, can. And though we cannot find out the 
method by which he will do this, yet we are fure, that he who 
at firlt took the duft of the ground, and formed it into the body of 
man, can, with the fame eafe, take the duff, into which my body 
fhall be diflolved, and form it into a human body again. Nay, 
if a body be burned and confumed by fre, the parts of that bo- 
dy are no more really /of than the invifible particles of the diffol- 
wed cup. As David then was wrong in thinking, that it was im- 
poflible for his mafter to reftore his cup; it mutt be, at leaft, 
equally wrong for us to think it impoffble that God fhould raife 


the dead. 
HALLET. 








Brief Account of a Religious Attention in the Narth 
Parifh in Weymouth, Maffachufetts. 


OR a confiderable time previoufly to the {pring of the year 
1800, an unufual degree of moral darknefs feemed to per- 
vade this place. Although public worfhip was, in general, well 
attended, yet the word andordinances were difpenfed with little 
or no apparent fucceis. The bellows feemed to be burned, the 
lead to be confumed of the fire, and the founder to melt in 
vain. For the {pace of five or fix years, but one perfon had 
made a public profeflion of our holy religion ; and the number 
of baptifms had been very fmall. The religious afpect of 
things was, indeed, very gloomy. A fpirit of uncommon levity 
and diflipation prevailed among. the youth, and even among 
the middle aged, in general. Vain, frivolous and diflipating 
fubjects were but too generally the theme of converfation, and 
the object of purfuit. But few were difpofed to “ fpeak often 
one to another” about the concerns of their own fouls, or the 
fouls of their fellow men. 
Such was the moral ftate of things in this place, previoufly 


to the time above mentioned; but at that period, nearly the 


beginning of April, fome hopeful fymptoms were difcernible, 
that God was‘about to make bate his arm among us. ‘The 


quarterly concert meeting for extraordinary prayer was attend- 
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ed much ’better than ufual. A confiderable degree of folem- 
nity appeared on the countenance of the aflembly ; and con- 
verfation, about this time, began to take place, on religious 
fubjects, among a number, who had feldom, if ever, before, dif- 
covered any anxious concern about invilible and eternal reali- 
ties. 

An unufual religious attention, which had for fome time 
prevailed inthe jouth parifh (Reverend Mr. Williams’s) contri- 
buted, apparently, to the excitement and increafe of the fame 
attention among us. Application was foon made to the wri- 
ter of this account, to preach an evening lecture in a private 
houfe, at an extreme part-of his-parifh, where the greateft de- 

eof attention prevailed. A fermon was accordingly preach- 
‘ed from ‘Acts ii. 37.‘ Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, and faid unto Peter and tothe reft of the 
Apoftles, ‘Men and brethren, what fhall we do?’ About one 
hundred perfons were prefent, and a very remarkable folemni- 
ty was manifefted. Several exhibited evidence of very great 
anxiety and deep diftrefs. The anguifh of their fouls, from a 
fenfe of their deplorable and raiméd condition by fin, appeared 
almoft intolerable. ‘A wounded fpirit who can bear!” ~The 
affembly, at large, were feized with that furprife, admiration 
and folicitude, by the unufual and marvellous event, as made 
them ‘unwilling to retire... At ten o’clock not a perfon had left 
the houfe'; and the appearance was, that they would have re- 
mained the greater part of the night, had they not been admo- 
nifhed of the propriety of retiting, and preffed to a compliance. 

From this period the attention {fpread with great rapidity, 
until:it had‘reached more or lefs individuals, in about thirty 
families; the -moft of which were in the extreme part of the 
parifh beforementioned ; ‘feveral were in the eentre, and the 
reft promifcuoufly fcattered in the other parts of the fociety. 
The confequence of this was, the eftablifhment of an evening 
lecture in the meeting houfe, which was well attended, once a 
week, for fevetal fucceflive weeks ; a weekly afternoon le@ure 
in the fame place, which continued for neafly.a year, and a pri- 
vate meeting for prayer, reading the -feriptures and fermons, 
and for religious conference, on Sabbath and Thurfday evenings, 
which ‘ha¥e continued, with but very little interruption, to the 
prefent time. The -meetings.on Sabbath evenings have for 
feveral months paft been attended in two. different parts of 
the patifh, at the fame time. In addition to the above, ay 
Meeting -has been attended once in two months, for more’ 
thanaiyear paft, which is ptincipally devoted to the reading of 
the ures, and prayer to’Him with whom is the refidue of 
the Spirit;'that he would be gracioufly pleafed to revive his own | 
work among us, by renewéd-and copious eff ufgns ime mflu-~ © 
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-gevt-and otheys'aMonger time, before they - “obtained relief. 
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encé, afd that ‘corivictions and converfions might every where 


imcreafe and multiply. " 
As to the complexion of thefe meetings, the writer is Leber i in 
having it in his power to fay, from.his own perfonal obfervation, 


that, although they have been attended moftly by young people, 


they have been conduéted with much decency, and with great ap- 
parent ferioufnefs and devotion ; nor does he entertain a doubt 
“that they have been productive, under the divine blefling, of 
much improvement in religious knowledge, and of the focial 
and religious affections. 

The mott ftriking features and incidents of this attention de- 
ferve a more particular furvey. The immediate fubjeés of it 
appeared to be awakened from a ftate of great moral ftupidity, 
to a ftate of diftrefling alarm and anxiety about the concerns of 
their fouls. They appeared fenfible that they were in an un- 
fafe, and even in an imminently dangerous, fituation. . Death, 
judgment and eternity were prefented to their view in very 
lively, folemn and affecting colours. Thefe appeared as events 
at-once, awfully imterefting, and near at hand; and, confcious 
that they were not prepared to meet them, they were the fubjeéts 
of great diltrefs; but, as yet, they did not.appear to be under very 
clear or deep a CN of fin, or to have very correct.ideas of the 
divine character, law, &c. Very foon, however, their eyes were 


opened clearly to fee, and their confciences imprefled to feel, 


that theirjcarnal minds were enmity againft God, and.in no de- 
gree dubject tu his law; that they: had never done any thing 
to good purpofe for God, or for their own fouls; but that, du- 
rmg the whole of their lives, they had been altogether barren 
undér Divine cultivation, as to fpiritual fruit. “Ohow great 
how-numerous, how aggravated, have been our offences ! How 
hard, how full of wickednefs, are our, hearts! Surely we are 
the chief of finners; and we fear there is no mercy for us. 
Such were the views they entertained of themfelves.. Whence 
they were led to fee, that the all holy and juft God was difplea- 
fed and angry with them;. that the divine law condemned, 
and juftly condemned them to everlafting ruin, and that, for 
every moment they were preferved from that dreadful doom, 
they were indebted ‘to. mere fovereign mercy. ‘They appeared 
alfo to be clearly.convinced, that the obftinacy of their wills, 
the perverfeneis of their .difpofitions, and the depravity of 
their hearts, were fo great and deeply rooted, that everlatting 
deftruction would, be; their, future portion, unlefs almighty 
power and grace fhould interpofe, to bow their wills, .corre& 
their difpofitions, and renew their bearts; hereby preparing 
them unto future glory, by Jefus Chrift. In. this, fituation 
fome remained not more. than four, or five days, tome: ten, 
‘Having 
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Having paffed through this furnace of trial, they gave hope- 
fulevidence of a faving convertion of foul, by exprefling reconcilia- 
tion to God and his law, both with refpect toprecept and penalty. 
They appeared to rejoice that God was-on-the throne of the 
univerfe, and that they, and all creatures and things, were in 
his hands, and at his fovereign difpofal forever. The gofpel 
method of falvation appeared to be peculiarly pleafing to thei 
minds, from the confideration, that it was eminently calcula- 
ted to exalt God and the Saviour, and to abafe the creature. 
At particular times, they appeared to have that view of their 
unworthinefs and pollution, which filled’ them with ingenu- 
ous forrow and the mott pungent grief, and to fink them into 
deep humility and contrition. * And at other feafons they, ap- 
parently, experienced that peace of confcierice, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, which it was impoflible for them to exprefs. They 
were vifibly abftracted from the world, in a high degree. All 
its pomp, and vain amufements and purfuits, feemed to lofe 
their power to charm, and to affume the moft uninviting, and 
even repulfive, appearance; nor was it uncommon to hear 
them declare, that all the pleafure and fatisfaction they had 
ever experienced in thefe things, were not to be compared 
with the pleafure and fatisfaction they then enjoyed from 
religious confiderations and devotional exercifes. 

The Bible feemed as a new book, where they faw wonders, 
and beauties, and glories, which before had never arrefted 
their attention. Public worfhip they efteemed a new employ- 
ment; and to worfhip God in the beauty of holinefs, O how 
delightful, joyous and refrefhing (at particular feafons efpe- 
cially) was it to their fouls! A fingle fentence, and even a 
fingle word, fpoken concerning the blefied God and Saviou., or 
the eternal world, appeared fo full of importance, and fell 
upon their minds. with that impreflive force, as almoft to over- 
come the powers of their nature. All who appeared to be the 
friends and difciples of Chrift, they efteemed, judging from 
appearance, as their “ Brother, their fifter and mcther.”? To- 
wards impenitent finners, or thofe whom they apprehended to 
be fuch, they expreffed the moft benevolent affections, and for 
their faving converfion to God they appeared earneltly to 
long, and fervently to pray. The prejudices and refentments 
which, before, they had entertained againft any of their fellow 
men, feemed to. them to be wholly gone—ftrangely gone ! 
they found it a very eafy and pleafant thing to exercife towards 
them a fpirit of heavenly benevolence, and to extend a for- 
giving temper towards all who had injured or offended them ; 
praying, with their compaffionate Saviour, “Father, forgive 

them.” 
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Thus.a-confiderable number. foon: gave. defirable evidence 
that they were renewed in the. fpirit of, their‘minds ; nor! was it 
uneommon that Fay. exhibited this evidence before they enter+ 
tained any fatisfactory. hope that they. were weflels of mercy. 
The love, which they expreffed to God: and their Saviour, did 
not appear to originate from a perfuafion, that the. divine’ per- 
fections were engaged-in fecuring their future happinefs,; but 
the intrinfic excellencies-of. the Divine Character were, appa- 
rently, the ground: of:their love and delightful contemplation. 

Befides, the lively,feufe, which they:appeared: ftill to have:of . 
the finfulnefs of. their-hearts, and the pdinful emotions of foul 
which. this occafioned:them, did not, in appearance, arife from 
flavifh fear, or dread, of future. punifhment, but from:a view of 
the unreafonable.and malignant-nature of: fin; from:a:confi- 
deration. of its deftruétive tendency; in general, its hatefulnefs 
to the pureseyes of the Divine holinefs, and: its defiling influ- 
ence upon-their own fouls. “ O that we-could love God with 
ardent, fupreme and;unabatiug affection;, be. wholly, conformed 
to his blefled. image; hate fin with a: perfec: hatred; and be 
entirely free from its dominion and -influence!’’ Such appeat- 
ed-to-be the. defires.and-devout-afpirations of their hearts.- In 
a, judgment. of, charity, it. appeared that they were under the 
influence of that: rehigious principles which is‘ pure and: difins 
terelted, feeking not its own. 

It is. further to. be. obferved, that foon-after the commience- 
ment of this religious attention, an, unufual degree of ferioufnels 
and folicitude became vifible on the countenances of people, 
generally, young, and old. An-uncommon. fpirit of imquiry 
was excited relative to the nature of religion, and the concerns 
of the foul.. Many) were difpofed, not, merely to hear conver- 
jation on thefe-fubjects, but to liften-to it with eagernefs and 
evident, emotions of, anxiety. and folicitude of mind. The 
public worfhip.of God-was attended:by greater: numbers-than 
ufual, and their attendance. Was. accompanied, with a very 
noticeable folemnity,.and engagedneis to hear the word.of: life. 
Vain‘and corrupt conyerfation, profane curiing and fwearmg; 
intemperance and diflipating courfes, in general, were checked, 
aad, to a very confiderable degree, fufpended. In fhort, an 
external reformation of manners was a circumftance very evi- 
dently connected with the event under confideration. 

Tothefe things may be added,.an increafe of focial or fami- 
ly worfhip, and a very confiderable addition to the church. 
How many heads of families have, in confequence of this reli¢ 
gious attention, been led to adopt the refolution of the pious 


_ Fofoua, the writer has not afcertained: About fifty have made 


a pubile profeffion of religion, of which number, by much the 
greater part entertain a hope, that they became the eet 
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the faving grace of God foon after the attention commenced. 
{n this number are to be feund perfons of almoft every inter- 
mediate age, between eleven andl SATB years. 

It is not prefumed that no hypocrites or falfe profeflors may 
be included in the number; but, fo far as. the writer is able to 
judge fronr the general tenor-of .their- condué, it would favour 
of uncharitablenefs to- impute’ their profeflion to, bafe or un- 
worthy motives.. Their réal.characer, however, is knowm only 
to the great Searcher of hearts. To him the.decifion is refer- 
red; and -to,him they are commended, with-earneft. entreaty 
that he would mercifully keep them. from the pollutions of . the 
world, and; from-every appearance,of evil; that he would ena- 
ble them to adorn, the doétrine of God. their Saviour in all 
things, bya prudent, circum{pea, humble and holy deportment ; 
that he would keep them from falling, and finally prefent them 
faultlefs, before the prefence of his glory, with exceeding joy. 

Befides. thofe who have made. a. public profeffion of religion, 
Several, others entertain a hope:that they. “have pailed from 
death unto life,’ .andexhibit defirable evidence, that their hope 
is not the hope of the hypocrite or felf-deceiver. ©. May their 
hope, however. weak and wayering, never make them afhamed ! 
If well founded,.it is devoutly to be-wifhed that it-may, encou- 
rage therm, without, delay,,to confefs Chirlt: before men, and 
lead-them. to. an affectionate. remembrance of him at the com, 
munion-table.. .O that. frequent additions might be made to the 
church, of: fuch as fhall. be faved, 

In, the aboye account it’has. been the object of the writer to 
make a fair and impartial ftatement of fads.. Exaggeration and 
delufive colouring he has aimed)to, avoid, and to keep within 
the limits of fober truth ;; neris-he.confcious.of having been 
actuated by, party confiderations or finifer: views. Perfuaded 
that the religious attention; which.has.exilted among the people 
of his charge,and which, in,a defirable degree, {till continues 
to exilt,.is to be-traced.to the intervention of the fovereign grace 
and almighty: power.of.God, ‘as, its legitimate fource, he humbly 
hopes that. it has been-his defign,,in the preceding. narrative, 
toaicribe all the praife and, glory, to Him, who maketh his peo- 
ple willing in‘the day-of. his- power. .Ba:neftly praying that 
this communication may be “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction and for inkryugion in. righteoulnefs” to his own 
people ; and that it. may be infirumental of exciting the friends 
of Zion to more fervent.and'‘importunate prayer to the Great 
Head of the Church, for general and‘copious effufions of Divine 
influence ; he fubfcribes, their friend and fervant in Chrift Jefus, 

: JACOB NORTON. 


Weymouth, April, 1803. 


ON 


On Divine Sovereignty. 


: ON DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY. 


ReverREND Sir, 


ESTERDAY I heard you preach on the doétrine of di. 

vine fovereignty. Generally I hear you with: pleafure, 
but fuch difcourfes give me pain ; they feem to reprefent God 
as the tyrant rather than the father of his great family. It 
would gratify me very much if you would give me your 
thoughts on the fubje& in a free and familiar ftyle, without the 
pathos and awful folemnity of the pulpit, and perhaps profit 


Your affectionate Parithioner, 
DECIUS. 


My Dear. Sir, . 


I HAVE this moment received a line from you, defiring 
* a free and familiar” attenti6n to the doétrine of divine fove- 
reignty. I thank you: it is my happinefs, as well as neers to 
ferve my affectionate’ people. — 

Whether God governs the! world in the beft’manner has al- 
ways been doubted by a part of mankind.’ Some perfons have 
conttantly faggé{ted that he was “a hard matter.” He as uni- 
forraly’ has infifted that he did’ “no wrong ;” that his condué . 
was'# jue” and “ equal.” © Indeed there are fo many myfterious 
. events, that knowledge and faith are neceflary to quiet our appre- 
henfions ; yet without fatisfattion refpecting the divine conduct 
there carmot be permanent peace’ of mind. 

That ‘God governs the world feems to be granted; whether 
he governs in ‘a /overeign manner is doubted by many. ‘ But 
while they oppofe it do they underftand what fovereignty is ? 
If any one govérn according to his own judgment, his own 
wilhes and pleafure, fo far the government is fovereign. Whe- 
ther God governs ‘according to his own judgMent, or the judg- 
ment of fome other ; according to his own pleafure, or the plea- 
fare’ of forie other being ; ; cam any reflecting mind entertain a 
fingle doubt? ‘Does he not fay, and do we not all believe him, 
““} will doall my pleafure ? © 'This'is-proper and right, beeaule 
it is a wife adminiftration. Shall any teach God knowledge ?” 
“ O, the depth both of the wifdom and‘ knowledge of God !” 
Therefore he is ftyled “God only wifey? or God who alone 
is wife. The wifdom of other beings is folly compared with 
his. He charges the angels with folly. - And who, my friendy. 
fhould govern, God, who alone has wifdom, or-men oF an- 
gels? And if he govern, fhall it be in a fovereign manner, 
according to his own mind, or according to ‘the wilhes ot 
men, or of angels charged with folly? Will not all qvi/e men 

choofe 
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choofe the creege adminiftration of Ged, becaufe it is ins 
fimtely wife? 

The gooduefs of God i is an equal argument for his fovercign 
authority. He is “abundant in. goodneis.” No good thing 
will he withhold from thofe who walk uprightly. He does 
** good to all.” How abundant is his goodnefs to angels, to 
faints in.glory, to all the works of his hand ! 

Will not every good being: choofe to have the univerfe and 
himfelf directed by infinite goodnefs? 1s :there one faint or an- 
gel of goodnefs, but will cheerfully fub{fcribe to this?) Jf any 
being befide God direc or influence events, it mutt be a bein 
ie/s good than God, therefore the direction will be lefs perfect. 

It is alfo well for us that God governs the world ina fove- 
reign manner, becaufe he alone i is infinitely merciful. “The 
Lord is merciful and flow to anger.”? “ The Lord is gracious.” 
He waits that he may be de gracious. He fhows mercy not only 
to thofe now willing to receive it, but waits, and waits on 
thofe who repel his offers, that he may do them good hereafter. 
This ought to endear his fovereign adminiftration to a guilty 
world ; efpecially when they read of “the riches of his grace,” 
and that: he is “the:God of all grace.” He fpoke in mercy to 
trembling Adam. Of the fit mart fermon God was the 

reacher, paradife the temple, and our firft parents the hearers. 
He has been fhowing his mercy in every age, to the prefent 
moment. Thoufands of thoufands and ten thoufand times ten 
thoufand are now drinking rivers of mercy in the world above. 
¢, Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and all that it within me blefs 
his holy name.” ~ 

,Can you; my dear fir, oppote the merciful fovereignty of 
God? 2? We are all under condemnation ; God is under no ob- 
ligation to fave any one of the human race. We have no 
claim, It is wonderful to angels that any foul can be faved. 

It is juft that all fhould be deftroyed. It is not partiality, but 
mere benevolence, Yovereign mercy,that fome are made heirs of 
glory. Permit me alfo fo fay, I think the fovereignty of God 
necefary. it is unavoidable in the:nature of things. If there 
be a world, it muft be governed ; it it be governed, it muft be 
by God ; if it be governed by God, he muft govern in a festa 
reign manner ;- for no one elfe is able to govern it himfelt ; 
one is able to direct Him how to govern it. Who can “ don 
God knowledge 2” can finners, can faints, can angels? There 


therefore not only a neceffity that God fhould govern, but 
; tae govern as a fovereign, or according tothe coun- 








s own will. 
You will therefore, my friend, I: hope, fpontaneotifty reflect 
that all you enjoy, is owing to:the favour of God. . You do not 
dite& events. - You have not-carved'your prefént portion. ‘You 
ine cannot 
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cannot make .a ‘hair white or black. you cannot ‘make a bro» 
ther live. By the fovereign grace of God you are. what you 
are. I-hopé you will alfobe imprefled, by the remarks I have 
made, with the unreafonablenefs and wickednefs of objecting 
againft the decrees of God. df God governs according ‘to his 
own mind, or in afovereign manner, he muft.certainly determine 
how he will govern. It would be very unreafonable to expect 
a farmer or mechanic to labour in their callings without deter- 
mining i in what manner, without allowing them defign and 

plan in their bufinefs. If God brings creatures into exiftence, 
* muft determme what kind of creatures. If he bring men 
into exiftence, he. muft determine when, and where, and what 
their characters fhall be, elfe all will be random and chance. 
if God faves a part of mankind, he muft determine sow, whe- 
ther by the death of his Son, andthe inftrumentality of the gof- 
pel, or ‘by fome other means. If he faves men,:he muft deter- 
mine how many and whom. He mutt choofe them before 
the foundation of the world; -he muft write their very names 
in the book of ilife. He muft have mercy on whom he will 
have mercy. To object againft the do@rine of divine dettrmi- 
nation is to object againit the /overeign authority ef Jehovah 3 
tt is to object againft all authority of God. Such-an objedion 
if allowed to operate would tear the Almighty from the throne 
of the univerfe as effetually as atheifm itfelf. 

The propriety and neceflity.of divine fovereignty ought to 
render us thankful to God for governing the world, for governs 
ing us. Inftead of murmurs and complaints, the ‘voice of 
praife fhould burft from every tongue. We ought toblefs God 
for difpofing things in a wile, good and merciful manner, be- 
caufe itis not only right but neceflary. Accordingly Nebuchad- 
nezzar,from-the field of banifhment, did “ blefs and honour him 
whofe dominion is an everlafting dominion.” Job in the 
furnace of mifery fpoke in the fame ftyle. 

To conclude, my friend, the doGrite of divine fovereignty 
fhould make us and the world happy. A dreadful portion of 
the diftrefs in this world, and of the torments m ‘hell, rifes from 


-oppofition to this dottrine. It.is a happy article of our creed, 


when it obtains a cordial belief. If the world viewed it as they 
ought, it would excite confidence and joy. It: would render 
them ftrong in divine confolation while weak in ftrength. Nos 
thing is more calculated to footh, fupport and ravith the heart, 
than this doctrine. If infinite, fovereign goodnefs, wifdom and 
mercy rule the world, we may all feel fafeand happy. Deplori 
our own ignorance and errors, the thought that fovereign wifdom 
reigns, “is like good news from ‘afar country.:. Amazed and 
overwhelmed with the evils of the ‘world, a-view of imfinite 
as on the throne is likethe morn-of liberty ¢6-the chains 
ed 
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ed captive. Agonizing with afenfe of guilt, faith in divine 
mercy is like the dawning of heaven to the departing faint. 
Adopt then, my dear friend, the language of holy men, and 
fay, ‘I will extol thee, my God, O King, forever and ever.” 
Adopt the language of heaven, and in the fincere joy of your 
heart fay, “ Unto him that fitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, be glory forever and ever ;” and “ Amen” fubfcribes 


Your affectionate Minitter, 
EUSEBIUS. 








CONVERSION OF A FEMALE. 


es 


To the Editors of the Maffachufetts Miffionary Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


SHOULD you judge the following narrative of a late 
hopeful converfion, calculated to arreft the attention of the 
carelefs and fecure, to alarm the hypOcrite, to animate and 
guicken the friends of Zion, and to advance the intereft of the 
Kedeemer’s kingdom, you will pleafe to make it public. 

Yours, &c. 
SILAS. 


RELIGIOUS attention had exifted for the {pace of five 

or fix months, in the town of » before the fubjec&t un- 
der confideration manifefted any evidence of folicitude about 
the concerns of her foul. 

Mary, (for fo we fhall call her name) during this period, fo 
far from thinking#favourably of the attention, fixedly oppofed 
it ; treated it with lightnefs and contempt; neglected to attend 
conference meetings, and ftudioufly avoided converfation with 
thofe who were, apparently, under the convincing operations of 
the Divine Spirit, or who had hopefully become the fubjects of 
a faving change of heart. And to this may be added, that fhe 
| habitually negle&ted the public worfhip of God, on the Sab- 

bath. Thus the continued for feveral months, with great obiti- 
nacy, to reject the counfel of God, and to put far from her eter- 
nal life. 

_ But O, how myfterious, how wonderful and gracious, were 
the rere of Divine Providence ! Ata time when fhe appear- 
ed proof againft all ferious impreffions, God was pleafed, in a 
very fudden and furprifing manner, to tear away, if I may fo 
Vor. I. {peak 
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fpeak, the thick veil which had been upon her heart, to open 
her eyes to fee its finful deformity, and to fill her foul with pun- 
gent and inexpreflible anguifh. 

By requeft, the writer of this article made her a vifit; he 
found her in very deep diftrefs, and, to appearance, under 2 
clear and ftrong conviction. She expreffed herfelf, at this in- 
terview, to the following effeé&t: “I have heretofore been the 
moft ignorant and ftupid being that ever lived. The one 
thing needful, the care of my foul, I have altogether neglected. 
I have been aftonifhingly unmindful of God ; and the folemn re- 
alities of eternity I have banifhed from my mind. Thus have 
I lived, all my days, to the prefent time. But God has feen 
fit to reprove me, to fet my fins in order before mine eyes, 
and to fhew me my ruined and deplorable condition. I can 
affign no fecondary reafon or caufe of this fudden and furpri- 
fing event. It took place ata time, and in a manner, alto- 
gether unexpected and unaccountable. . Nothing that I had 
done, nothing that others had faid or done, has opened my 
eyes and filled my foul with that anxiety and diftrefs which I 
now feel. O my heart, my hard and finful heart! It is full of 
fin—full of every kind of pollution. Never was there fo great 
afinner. My fins appear too great to be forgiven. It feems as if 
there could be no mercy for me. Ideferve none. Everlaftin 
burnings are my juft due, and I cannot but wonder, that God 
has kept fuch a wretch fo long out of hell. What fhall I do? 
O, what fhall I do!” 

After addrefling the throne of grace in her behalf, and con- 
verfing with her in a manner the writer thought fuitable to her 
fituation, he left her, apparently fomewhat more compofed, 
but without any real relief. 

Soon after, making her another vifit, he found her much in 
the fame ftate of mind as before. Her diftrefs, however, did 
not appear altogether fo great ; but her conugtion feemed to be 
more clear and deeply fixed. He endeavotired, at this time, 
to convey to her mind as forcible and corre¢t ideas, as poffible, 
of the nature, the magnitude, and dreadful confequences, of 
fin; and of the nature, reafonablenefs and neceffity of repen- 
tance towards God, and of faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift; and 
of her obligation immediately to repent and believe, or to become 
a new creature. 

He endeavoured alfo to elucidate, and imprefs upon her 
mind, the following things ;—that the merciful provifion of the 
Goflpel is abundantly fufficient for all who are but difpofed to 
avail themfelves of it; that the greatnefs of her fins would be 
no obftacle to the everlafting falvation of her foul, were fhe 
but willing to accept that falvation, freely offered to her in 
the gofpel; that all things were ready for her pardon, fafety, 

and 
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and eternal happinefs ; that, fhould fhe perifh, fhe could have 
none to blame but herfelf, and therefore, that all delays and 
excufes, with refpe& to compliance with duty, were very dan- 
gerous and unfpeakably criminal; and, in fine, that fince God 
had come near to her, by the convincing operations of his Spi- 
rit, her criminality would awfully increafe, fhould fhe conti- 
nue to refift his ftrivings, and that her fituation would become 
un{peakably more dangerous and deplorable than it ever had 
been, fhould fhe grieve the Spirit to depart from her. 

To thefe obfervations fhe liftened with eager and anxious at- 
tention, and appeared to be affe@ingly convinced, that thefe 
things were really fo. On taking leave, fhe prefled the wri- 
ter to call upon her again, as foon as might be convenient. 

A few days after, he accordingly renewed his vifit, and found 
her, comparatively, in a calm and tranquil ftate of mind; 
fhe exprefled, however, no hope that fhe had experienced a fa- 
ving change of heart. Her greateft anxiety feemed to arife 
from an apprehenfion, that her conviction was wearing off, 
and that fhe fhould be left of God, to relapfe into her for- 
mer ftate of ftupid fecurity; yet fhe appeared tohave a clear- 
er view of the nature of fin; of her own unworthinefs, and 
the awful plague of -her heart, than fhe had ever before mani- 
fefted. 

Being particularly. interrogated with refpect to her views 
and exercifes, the following is the fubflance of the anfwers 
which fhe returned :—“I appear to myfelf the moft vile, 
abominable and loathfome of the human race. I can think of 
no perfon, however profligate and abandoned, who does not ap- 
pear, in comparifon with my own character, amiable and pure. 
Nothing in the univerfe appears fo deformed and odious as my 
own finful heart. I loathe and abhor myfelf. But, as much 
as I difcover of the deformity and vilenefs of my heart, I know 
that God difeovers a thoufand times more thanI do. He 
knows my heart,@@ltogether. All its lurking wickednefs is ful- 
ly expofed to his omnifcient view. I am fenfible that I can 
hide nothing from him; and I think | would not were it in 
my power. Although God hates fin with a total hatred, yet 
I would not hide any of my fins, great and numerous as they 
are, if I could do it. 

“Sin is fo abominable and loathfome, it is reafonable and fit 
that God fhould hold it in the higheft degree of abhorrence. 
It is perfectly right that God thould hate and abhor my wicked 
heart, my wicked character, my wicked felf. Asa finner, as 
the vileft of finners, 1 know that God mutt oppofe me, and fet 
his face againft me; and nothing can be more reafonable than 
this. I vo not wifh it were otherwife. How can I defire that 
the all holy God fhould approve and love that which, even to 


me, 
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me, a poor miferable finner, appears fo loathfome and hateful ! 
1 ought not to be fuch a creature as I am. God requires 
me to hate every evil and falfe way, to love him, at all times, 
and with all my heart and foul, and even to be perfeé, accor- 
ding to my capacity, as he is perfeé&. This requirement, I 
know, is reafonable, nor do I wifh it were abated, although I am 
fenfible that I am continually expofing myfelf to evrerlafking de- 
itruction, by difobedience. 

“The divine law condemns, and juftly condemns me to hell 
for every tranfgreflion. How really then do I deferve that 
dreadful place of torment, for my fins, which are fo nume- 
rous and fo horrible! And, fhould everlalting deftruction be 
my final doom, I know it would be juft. God’s throne would 
be guiltlefs, and my mouth mutt be ftopped. ) 

“OQ the dreadful end of the ungodly! I know not but that 
end will be mine. lam in God’s hand, and he can and will 
do with me as feemeth him good. I know that I can neither 
flee fram him, nor alter his determinations. His counfel will 
{tand, and Re will accomplifh all his pleafure. It is my duty 
to fay, Amen, and I think I can fay fo. ‘The Judge of all the 
earth will do right; let his will therefore be done. Should it 
feem good in his fight to vifit me with pain, ficknefs and grie- 
vous afflictions, and even to {trip me of my dear children and 
of all my other worldly comforts, it appears to me that I could 
willingly fubmit. I defire to make no terms or conditions 
with God, but to refer myfelf and all that I have, without re- 
ferve, to his difpofal forever.” 

Such were, apparently, the views and exercifes of Mary. The 
writer has not aimed at confining himfelf to the exact mode by 
which fhe conveyed her ideas ; but he has endeavoured to make 
a jut ftatement of the fentiments which fhe communicated. 

It may here be worthy of remark, that although fhe ex- 
prefied an ardent defire to be renewed in thegfpirit of her mind ; 
to be rid of her hard and finful heart, and”to fee and realize 
things of a religious nature, as fhe fuppofed good people did, 
yet fhe did not appear to apprehend that this was then, in any 
meaiure, her cafe. 

It may be important alfo to add, that previous to this period 
fhe had heard but very little converfation on the fubjeét of ex- 
perimental religion, and had been greatly inattentive to, and ig- 
norant of, religious fubjects in general. What fhe expreiled 
feemed to be eminently the refult of divine teaching. 

Whether fhe were, at that time, a fubject of true religion, or 
whether this be now her happy fituation, the writer of thefe 
memoirs will hazard no peremptory decifion. But admitting 
that fhe did exprefs her religious views and feelings, with fim- 
plicity of heart, he would afk, whether fhe muft not have been, 
, in 
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in an eminent degree, under the influence of that religion 
** which feeketh not her own?” He would alfo query whether 
the temper which fhe manifefted be not neceffary in order to 
fee and enjoy God? and, if fo, whether there be not much 
reafon to apprehend, that moft men are ftrangers to the true 
{pirit and power of the Chriftian religion, and even many, 
who are the profeflors of it? 

But if the experiences of Mary were but the wild vagaries of 
fanaticifm, or if they were not the legitimate effects of the ope- 
rations of that Spirit, whofe office it is to “ convince of fin and 
of righteoufnefs,” it is his heart’s delire and prayer to God, that 


he might be Jed into the knowledge of the truth, refpecting 


this fubject. 
Maffachufetts, April 1, 1803. 








SUMMARY CHARACTER OF A MINISTER. 


YOUNG man, expecting to continue in a city for a feafon, 

requefts an acquaintance of his to give him the chara¢ter 
of a clergyman, whofe miniftry he had been advifed to attend: 
which he did in the following fummary manner : 

The Rev. Mr. A, Sir, appears to have the intereft of reli- 
gion very much at heart, and upon all proper occafions difca- 
vers a moft zealous fpirit. He is a laborious, fervent, faithful 
preacher of the doétrines of the crofs. 

He frankly acknowledges to his friends, that he does not 
beftow much thought, or time, upon correctnefs of ftyle, or 
compofition, but aims to convey his fentiments in that plain 
language which beft calculated to reach the confciences, 
and warm the héafts, of his hearers. 

His mind, deeply impreffed by the importance of the truth 
he delivers, the eternal concerns of the attentive multitude who 
furround him, produces thofe geftures of body, that {weet ex- 
preflion of countenance, that elevation and cadence of voice, 
which, though undefigned by him, add energy even to truth itfelt ; 
which comes like thunder to the trembling finner, and melody 
to the liftening believer. 

And what adds greatly to his ufefulnefs as a minifter is, his 
meeknefs, his gentlenefs of {pirit ; his unthaken firmnefs in the 
caufe of the Redeemer ; that agreeable department as a mem- 
ber of fociety, and that conyerfation, which become the gof- 


pel of Jefus Chrift. H—. 
: DEATH 
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DEATH OF Dr. FOSTER. 


ExtraG from a Letter written by a refpecable Prefbyterian M inifier 
in Newyork to his Corre/pondent, Nov. 1798. 


| T will grieve you to be informed, that your worthy friend, 
Dr. Foiter,* paftor of the firft Baptift Church in this city, 
is gone to his eternal reft. He was a friendly, amiable man, 
a faithful and laborious minifter of the New Teftament, a 
‘warm advocate for the peculiar and moft precious doétrines of 
the Gofpel, an important member of our Mifftonary Society, 
and a paftor whofe lofs will be felt with peculiar  feverity by 
the church to which he miniftered. He died the beginning 
of September laft of the yellow fever, which for more than two 
months raged in our city, and fwept off more than two thou- 


fand of our citizens. Dr. Fofter was the only clergyman who). 
died of the difeafe. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE CONVERSION OF TWO JEWS 
TO CHRISTIANITY. 


HEY became acquainted with the New Teftamert, and 
by reading this divine book they both felt an uncommon 
attachment to the perfon of Jefus of Nazareth. 

The opinion of one was, Jefus was a great man, becaufe he 
dared openly contradiét the Pharifees, who caft a veil over the 
law of God, and defended their own precepts to the injury 
of the true faith. * 

The other’s opinion was, that Jefus was’a minifter worthy 
of great efteem for his excellent morals ; chiefly, for his com- 
mand, Love your enemies. Both formed a favourable opinion 
of the perfon of the Redeemer, but {till doubted his being the 
Meffiah. Comparing, with great attention, the Old Tefta- 
ment with the New, they both concluded the Old Teftament 
to be defective without the New; and that the New Teftament 
was a clear completion of the Old. 

Refpecting the Saviour, they were ftill doubtful ; and chief- 
ly becaufe he himfelf complained, as he hung on the crofs, 
that God had forfaken him ; whereas they thought God nei- 
ther would nor could forfake the true Meffiah. 

Being 
* Dr. Fofler was a native of Danvers, Maffachufetts. 
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Being opprefled with this burden, and not knowing how to 
obtain fatisfaction, they refolved to go once to the Chriftian 
church ; which they did: when the paffion of Chrilt, particu- 
larly his exclamation on the crofs, Eloi! Eloi! &c. was the 
fubject-of difcourfe. | 

They now perceived, the caufe why Jefus was then left in his 
fufferings was, that he then made his foul an offering for fin, 
for the fins of his people. The confequence was, they ac- 
knowledged him to be the Meffiah, and exprefled a defire to be 
inftruéted in the dodtrines of Chriftianity. 

Two minifters of the gofpel, members of a miflionary foeie- 
ty, interefted themfelves on their account, and gave them eve- 
ry neceflary inftruction. The-confequence of which was, that 
they both made a confefflion of the Chriftian faith, and weré 
baptized, the day of the Feaft of Tabernacles among the Jews. 

Thefe minifters taught them, that the Chriftian religion: is in 
© geality the fame as the religion of Abraham, but more clearly 
» difplayed ; that God in the time of Abraham revealed himfelf 

- by promifes and predictions, but has now revealed himfelf by 
his Son, our Lord Jefus Chrift; in whom he will be acknow- 
ledged, trufted and obeyed. 

They were glad to hear that the God of Abraham was the 
God of the Chriftians, and that they believed in the fame God 
as did the Jews. | 

Being afked whether it difpleafed them to hear the Son of 
God and the Holy Spirit mentioned in the Chriftian belief, 
they anfwered, No; becaufe they found that the Son of God, 
and the Holy Spirit, were plainly mentioned in the Old Tefta- 
ment. 

They faid they readily accepted the gofpel doétrine of the 
juftification of a finner before God, through faith, without the 
works of the law. 

When one of them was afked, by a Jew, if he was turned 
atheift by being a @hriftian, he afifwered, that he {till believed 
in the God of Abraham, and with Abraham’s faith ; but he te- 
jected and forfook the traditions of men only. 

Being afked whether he ftill made ufe of thofe bodily mor- 
tifications which he once. confidered as an eflential in his reli- 
gion ; his anfwer was, No; that he needed them in the time 
when he was an unenlightened Jew, but that fince he wasa 
Chriftian he had found by experience the fulfilment of that ho-« 
ly aud blefled promife, { will write my law in their hearts. 
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THE GOOD MAN. 





To the Editors of the Maffachufetts Miffionary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


THE following fragment may, perhaps, be ufeful to fome 
of your clerical readers. If you fo judge, permit it to fill a 
chafm in your Magazine. H 


HE Rev. Mr. appeared to thofe, who were fo happy 

as to be acquainted with him, to be eminently indebted to 
divine grace. His great object was, to inftruct the ignorant, 
to reclaim the vicious, to convert finners from the error of their 
way, to bring back the wandering, wretched prodigal to his 
God, and to comfort and build up the Lord’s people in the 
moft holy faith. ‘To the poor he was condefcending and be- 
neficent ; who looked to him as their benefactor, loved him as 
their father, and revered him as their guide. He not only 
gave them the meat that perifheth, but was anxious to feed 
them with that which endureth to everlafting life. 

Not content with frequently preaching to his beloved flock, 
he diftributed /mail religious Tra&s among his young people, 
which were defigned to call off their attention from thofe books 
which are calculated to drown men in eternal perdition ; and to 
imprefs their minds with thofe truths, which, if they cordially 
received, would make them wife unto {falvation. 

The friends of Zion, ¢hus improving their time, their talents, 
their property and their influence, muft render themfelves, in 
the view of all good beings, refpectable, and highly honourable. 
In fuch atts of piety, great mutt be their felicity, and fure their 
reward. 

_ To-difleminate itl books, containing the momentous, eter- 
nal.concerns of the fouls of fhen, would béthe moft probable 
barrier to prevent the prefent flood of deftructive publications 
deluging the world in fatal delufion. Yes, fhould that benevo- 
jent plan be immediately adopted, perhaps we fhould be the 








’ {peétators of as pleafing a conflagration as Paul witneffed at 


Ephefus, when they brought their books together, and burned them be- 


fore all men ; and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty 


thoufand pieces of filver. 

And why this deftruction of novels, plays, profane and old 
wives’ fables, &c.! Let the facred page anfwer: So mightily 
grew the word of God, and prevailed. 


For 
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For the Maffachufetts Miffionary Magazine. 


QUESTIONS TO EXERCISE THE MINDS OF 
CHILDREN. 





UPPOSE a child, while walking the ftreet, to find a 
= five dollar bill: What ought to be his firft feelings ? 

2. Ought he firf to be forry, or glad, becaufe he has found 
the money ? 

3. Why ought he to be forry, and why glad? 

4. What ought he to do with the bill? 

5- What is it, in fuch a cafe, for a child to do to others as 
he would have them do to him? 

- 6 Will not confcience tell ? 

7. Is not every good child’s confcience a little Bible ? 

8. Does not the good conduct of children afford them more 
real fatisfaction and enjoyment than all their play and diver- 
fion ? 

g. What pleafure or enjoyment is equal to the tetimony of 
a good confcience ? 








CHARACTER OF DR. ERSKINE. 





THE following account of the Death, and Charatter, of Dr. 
ErskinE, was communicated to the Editors by the Rev. 
Dr. Morse. 


When worth Vike his departs, the World muft feel the lofs. 


| Byte un: from Scotland, lately received, announce that 
the death of this truly eminent and pious divine happen- 
ed on the 19th of January laft. A manufcript extraé from 
a difcourfe delivered by the Rev. Dr. Jouw Kemp,* on the 
30th of the fame month, enables us to lay before the public for 
their benefit, and for the information of the numerous corre- 
{pondents and friends of the Doétor, the following interefting 


SKETCH 


* For above twenty years Dr. Kemp was the intimate friend and 
acquaintance of Dr. Erfkine. “ What I know (he fays ) from per- 
fonal obfervation, and have learned from undoubted authorit ty, that, 
and that only, fball E.declare.” 

Vou. I. E 
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SKETCH or mus LIFE ann CHARACTER. 


DR. ERSKINE was born June 2d, 1721. He defcended 
from one of the moft refpectable families in Scotland. “ His 
father, eminent for talents as a Lawyer and Profeffor of Law, 
became {till more eminent by his valuable publications, which 
are univerfally regarded in our Courts of Juftice, as of the 
higheft authority. 

“ By birthright Dr. Erfkine was entitled toa very confide- 
rable patrimonial eftate. His bodily conftitution was, from the 
beginning, delicate, and his ftature {mall and flender, but his 
mind was ftrong and vigorous, acute and active ; his thirft for 
knowledge infatiable, and his memory ftngularly retentive. 

“His mind, impreffed with a deep fenfe of piety, was early 
turned to Theology, as his favourite ftudy ; but law ‘was the 
profeffion for which he was intended by his family.  Accord- 
ingly, at the clofe of his collegiate courfe, he entered upon the 
ftudy of law, in which he made very confiderable progreds. 
To his proficiency in this fcience has been jultly afcribed much 
of that fubtilty of difcrimination, and accuracy of reafoning, 
for which he was diftinguifhed: But, notwithftanding his fair 
profpects of eminence in a profeflion which was deemed by hts 
friends beft fuited to his rank in fociety, as well as to the ad- 
vancement of his fortune, his mind was ftill fondly turned to 
Divinity, and he at length obtained the reluctant confent of 
his family, to attend exclufively to that profeffion. After 
{pending the ufual number of years in diligent preparatory 
ftudies, he obtained a licenfe to preach the Gofpel, from the 
Prefbytery of Edinburgh. 

“ Among his firt appearances in the pulpit, he preached 
from a text which was thought peculiarly applicable to his own 
character and circumftances—‘ { had rather be a_ door-keeper in 
the houfe of my God, than dwell in the tents of wickednefs.’ 

“ In May, 1744, at the age of twenty-three, he was ordain- 
ed Minifter of Kirkintillock, a country parifh in the Prefbytery 
of Glafgow ; thence he was removed, in 1753, to the collegiate 
Church of Culrofs ; thence, in 1758, he was called to be one of 
the minifters of Edinburgh, firft of the ‘ New-Gray, Friars,’ af- 
terwards, in 1767, of the collegiate Church of the * Old-Gray, 
Friars,’ where, with much fidelity and acceptance, he continued 
regularly to officiate, till the increafing infirmities of old age 
obliged him, reluétantly, to retire from the duties of the pulpit. 

“As a preacher, no man ever {poke with more earneftnefs 
and fervour, nor conveyed to his hearers a ftronger impreflion 
of the deep-felt power upon his own mind, of the facred truths 
which he delivered to others. His manner was not graceful, 


nor was his pronunciation governed by modern rules ; he fpoke 
2 with 
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with unaffected fimplicity, in the accent and mafner to which 
he had been accuftomed from his youth. But the good fenfe 
with which he never failed to {peak upon all fubjects ; the fo- 
lidity and acutenefs uf his expofitions of Scripture ; the poignan- 
cy. of his remarks upow life and manners ; and the general im- 
portance and intereftiny nature of the doctrines which he de- 
livered, commanded the attention, and reached the hearts, of 
his numerous hearers. For many years no preacher was ever 


more admired, or attended with more crowded audiences. The, 


hearers of Dr. Erfkine forgot his trifling defects, forgot.even 
the preacher himfelf, and attended only to the facred truths 
which flowed from his lips. 

“In an intimate and ex‘enfive acquaintance with Scripture, 
few, if any, of his brethren of the prefent age could compare 
with him ; and as a Le@urer he eminently excelled. 


“Thoroughly acquainted with the whole fyitem of evangeli- . 


cal doctrine, in all its harmony of parts, his fermons on the 
grand fubjects of faith were explicit and perfpicuous. His ob- 
ject never was to exhibit bim/e/f, to excite admiration, or extort 
applaufe, but in all the fimplicity of plain, though ardent and 
energetic, language, to convey inftruction to the underftand- 
ings, and deeply to imprefs the hearts, of his hearers. In the 
application of the do@rines, facts and precepts of Scripture, to 
the widely diverfified charaéers of mankind, and the regulation 
of human,condudt, he was exceeded by none. He was deeply 
verfed in that {cience which has the heart ot man for its object. 
He could purfue it into its intricate mazes and windings, and 
addrefs himfelf with the happieft effeé to all the diverfities of 
charaéer and condud. 

“In conducting the devotional parts of worfhip, whether in 
public, or private focial meetings for religious purpofes, the 
earneftnefs of his manner and tone of voice, the felicity of his 
expreflions, and particularly his happy adaptation of thofe of 
Scripture to the Occafion, rendered him in this, as in many 
other refpects, a model to all his brethren in office. Of what 
he was, both as a divine and a preacher, the world is able to 
form fome judgment from the few of his compofitions which he 
was perfuaded to publifh. Unfortunate it was that his extreme 
modefty, and his difpofition ever to prefer others to himfelf, 
prevented his giving more of them to the prefs. Whether 
another volume of his Sermons, on praétical fubjects, which he 
intended, can now be prepared for publication, cannot yet be 
afcertained. But from thofe fermons which have already ap- 
peared, men of tafte and difcernment will perceive, amidtt 
great neglect of ornament, much found fenfe, and much -inte- 
refting and important truth, conveyed in a plain, perfpicuous, 
manly ityle. | 
“¢ In 
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“In the private duties of the paftoral office, ne man was 
ever more faithful and laborious, than the good man of whom 
Iam fpéaking. In vifiting the fick, efpecially, he was moft 
affiduous; and in this branch of duty he eminently excelled. 
The uncommon tendernefs and fenfibility of his heart ; his ex- 
tenfive experience of perfonal and domettic diftrefs ; his intimate 
knowledge of the human heart, and of the topics beft adapted 
to foothe and direé its feelings in affliction ; and the fingular 
delicacy of his manner and addrefs; all concurred to render his 
vifits a much valued cordial in every houfe of: mourning. 

“‘ As a member of the ecclefiaftical courts, though he had 


- not very often the good fortune to fide with the majority, yet 


upon all occafions he failed not to deliver his own fentiments 
with manly freedom, and generally fpoke with fo much good 
fenfe, and acutenefs of argument, as failed not to command the 
attention and refpeét of all who heard him. 

“ Shall I fpeak of Dr. Erfkine as a fcholar? When you re- 
fie& upon the original quicknefs of his powers of perception, 
and the ftrength of his memory, and are informed that during 
the whole courfe of a long life he was an indefatigable ftudent, 
you may well believe that his erudition was various, extenfive 
and profound. Suth was his conftant thirft for knowledge, 
that even in old age it fuffered no abatement; and tll within 
a very few hours of his death, his ftudies were continued. 

“ Befides what are ufually called the darned languages, in 
each of which he excelled, he read molt of the adler ones, 
which contained books of charaéter in feience, particularly in 
Theology. The German he acquired with aftonithing celerity, 
at an advanced period of life, for the fake of the various and 
important literary information, which a multitude of books in 
that language contain. One thing remarkable in Dr. Erfkine 
was, the uncommon rapidity with which he read. As his ac- 
quaintance with many fubjects of literature was extenfive and 
intimate, he feemed to catch the fenfe of an author almoft in- 
tuitively while he turned over the pages of a book; yet fuch 
was the comprehenfivenefs of his mind, and the tenacioufnefs of 
his memory, that all that was-new and important in it, he could 
compendize and rehearfe with aftonifhing readinefs and fluency, 
for the information of others. In the exercife of this uncom- 
mon and invaluable talent he was moft ufeful and entertaining, 
particularly to his younger brethren. Often they applied to 
bith for information concerning new books (for his reading was 
exceedingly various ) and they feldom failed of receiving in- 
ttruétion and delight. 

“Time would fail me were I to attempt a rehearfal of what 
1 knew and am happy to recollect of Dr. Erfkine, as a Chrif- 
tian, a friend and a companion. Deep, heartfelt, uniform pie- 
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ty was the reigning characteriftical feature of his mind. It ap- 
peared, not in loud, oftentatious difplays, nor in the folemn fer- 
vices of religion merely ; it was manifefted in the whole tenor of 
his uniformly fenfible, nay, even in his moft cheerful, converfa- 
tions. So great was the univerfal perfuafion of this, and fuch 
was the veneration in which he was held in all companies, that 
the man would have been deemed brutifh, and would have 
been tolerated in no fociety, however licentious in principle or 


practice, who would have dared to utter an unbecoming expret- 


fion in his prefence. 

* But while he thus commanded refpeat by the known piety 
and purity of his mind, no man was more remote from a for- 
bidding formality or aufterity of manners ; he was ever cheerful, 
focial, and often facetious. His various and extenfive reading, 
his ample knowledge of faéts and characters, and his accurate 
recollection of them, furnifhed him with anecdotes and obferva- 
tions fuited to every occafion, and which with equal precifion 
and vivacity he communicated. ‘ His fpeech was always fea- 
foned with falt, miniftering grace to the hearers.’ No man ever 
more completely united the piety of the divine, and the eru- 
dition of the fcholar, to the politenefs and urbanity of the gentle- 
man. But what in a peculiar manner endeared this amiable man 
to thofe who intimately knew him,was, the generous warmth and 
fenfibility of his heart. With the tendereft concern he took 
part in whatever interefted his friends, and fympathifed in all 
their feelings. He literally wept when they were in affliction, 
and with heartfelt fatisfaction rejoiced in all their profperity. 

** So feelingly alive was he to acts of kindnefs fhewed to him- 
felf, that he was at lofs for terms by which to exprefs his grati- 
tude, when he difcovered even a difpofition in any one to oblige 
him. His attachment to his friends was unalterable, and no- 
thing but proof of unworthinefs could detach his regard from 
thofe on whom he had once beftowed it. After this it is un- 
neceflary to add, that he was the tendereft of hufbands, of 
parents and matters. 

«« Few men ever endured more frequent or more fevere do- 
meftic afflictions. Of many children whom he buried, fome 
were cut off at an early age, but fome were grown to full ma- 
turity, and were the comfort of his life and the ftaff of his old 
age. It was impoflible that any man could fee] more acutely 
under thefe fevere trials ; yet no man ever exhibited a more {trik- 
ing difplay of patience and Chriltian fortitude in bearing them. 

‘“‘ If | were to begin to fpeak of Dr. Erfkine’s enlarged be- 
nevolence and his unwearied zeal to promote the beft interefls 
of his fellow creatures, b fhould not know when to have done. 
His ample fortune he feemed no otherwife to enjoy, than as he 
employed it in doing good. His liberality to the iadigens 
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flowed in an unceafing ftream. But the moft prominent fea- 
ture of his benevolence was, his concern for the intereft of re- 
ligion among his fellow men, and his active zeal to promote its 
advancement both at home and abroad. This was a flame 
which burned in his bofom, with unceafing vigour, to the end 
of his days. 7 

“For many years he acted with uncommon diligence and ex- 
ertion as one of the Dire¢tors of ‘ the Society in Scotland for 
propagating Chriftian Knowledge ;’ and when no longer able 
to attend their meetingsy he ftill took a peculiar concern in 
their affairs. ‘To the end of his life he was confulted in that 
branch of their bufinefs which related to America. His cor- 
refpondence with learned and eminent Divines in the United 
States of America, Holland and Germany, was extenfive and 
frequent. Few, of courfe, among his contemporaies were pof- 
fefled of fo accurate a knowledge of the ftate of religion in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. Many books from his ever well fur- 
nifhed library he fent to his correfpondents abroad ; many he 
purchafed for that end; and not a few he fent, from time to 
time, to clergymen in remote parts of his own country, whofe 
libraries were but fcantily fupplied, and who had little accefs 
to books elfewhere. To hear of the labours and fuccefs of 
faithful minifters of Chrift, was his peculiar delight. 

“ But though thus eminent for talents, literature and 
ufefulnefs, and though no man ever enjoyed more univerfal 
and unqualified refpect from the public, yet no man was ever 
more humble in mind, or unafluming in manners, than Dr. 
Erfkine. His great aim was, to be a follower of Him who 
was meek and lowly in heart. 

“<I have given but a few traits of the character of the amia- 
ble and excellent man whofe death we now deplore; but 
from thefe few may be formed fome idea of his fuperior worth, 
and of the lofs which his family, his friends and the church 
have fuftained by his removal. But let us not forget the 
thanks we owe to the Supreme Difpofer of all events for hav- 
ing ipared him fo long, to exhibit a bright pattern of virtue to 
a degenerate age. Let us blefs Gop on his own account, that, 
notwith{tanding much bodily weaknefs, his mind retained to the 
lait the tull, unclouded ufe of all its powers, and that the peace 
of his lait days was interrupted by no long continued fickneis 
or acute bodily pain. Never did a good man, prepared for 
heaven, take his departure from earth in circumftances more 
devoutly to be wiihed. At nine o’clock in the evening he 
read and ftudied in a book of Theology in the German lan- 
guage; at the ufual hour he retired to reft. Before four o’clock 
next morning, without one convulfive pang or groan, he fell 
aileep, to awake only in thofe bleiled realms where ‘ they that 
1 . be 
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be wife, fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteoufnefs, as the ftars forever and ever.’ 
* Mark the perfeét man, and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace.” 











EXTRACT FROM A LETTER, 
Dated Brveuizt, ( Maine) April 12, 1803, to one-of the Editors of 
the Maffachufetts Miffonary Magazine. 
Rev. Sir, | 
E hope unremitted attention will be paid to have the 
work truly valuable; that the matter may be fuch as 
will abundantly fubferve the intereft of Zion. We with abun- 
dant fuccefs upon the enterprife. May the blefling of God at- 
tend it. O that the work of reformation may ftill proceed, and 
be an abundant fource of joyful information to be conveyed by 
your fucceflive pages !—A confiderable difplay of divine grace 
has been witnefled this Spring in Penobfcot. A few mercy 
drops have been let fall upon us. 
Yours, in the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, 
JONATHAN FISHER. 
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DELIGHT IN GOD. 
By the Rev. Jonn Fawcett, a. m. 


Parent of good! thy works of might 
I trace with wonder and delight ; 
Thy name is all divine: 
There’s nought in earth, or fea, or air, 
Or heav’n itfelf, that’s good or fair, 
But what is wholly thine. 


Immenfely high thy glories rife; 

They ftrike my foul with fweet furprife, 
And facred pleafure yield-; 

An ocean wide without a bound, 

Where ev’ry noble wifh is drown’d, 
And ev’ry want is fill’d. 


The riches of thy matchlefs grace, 
Difplay’d in my Redeemer’s face, 
Attraé& my wond’ring mind : 
Here wifdom, love and mercy meet, 
In all their various rays complete, 
With truth and juitice join’d. To 
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To thee my warm affections move, 

In fweet aftonifhment and love, _ 
While at thy feet 1 fall: 

I pant for nought beneath the fkies ; 

To thee my ardent wifhes rife, 
Thee, my eternal all. 


Were I depriv’d of all below, 

If thou thy gracious fmiles beftow, 
I fhould begrichly bdleft : 

Thy love is my unfailing ftore ; 

In darknefs I thy light implore, 
To fet my heart at rett. 


This all my gloomy path fhall cheer, 
And banifh ev’ry painful fear, 
That can my foul invade : 
Should earth and hell again{ft me joim, 
The beamings of thy love divine 
Would give me fov’reign aid. 


What fhall I do to fpread thy praife, 

My God, thro’ my remaining days, 
Or how thy name adore ? 

To the I confecrate my breath : 

Let me be thine in life and death, 
And thine for evermore.— 


And thro’ a bleft eternity, 

I’ll raife an humble fong to thee, 
In yon divine abode. 

O, haften on the happy day ; 

Ye tedious hours, fly fwift away, 
And bring me to my God. 





THE Editors are fenfible that the reader, from the title 
of our Magazine, had a right to expe&, in this number, a par- 


‘ticular account of the ftate of the Society with refped to its 


funds, the number of miflionaries employed, the fuccefs of 
their efferts in promoting the caufe of the Redeemer, &c. But 
as our miflionaries have not returned, we mutft defer the grati- 
fication of our friends till they receive the fecond number. 





_ We do alfo acknowledge the receipt of a very interefting 
communication from the Rev. Mr. Smith, of Hollis, giving 
‘an account of the late work of Divine Grace among his 
people ;” which will have a place in our next. 
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The Chara&er of Bifbop Lzicuton, taken from Bifhop Burnet’s 
Hifiory of his own Times. 


ISHOP LEIGHTON was the fon of Doctor Leic¢hton, 
who wrote “ Zion’s Plea againit the Prelates te was 
educated in Scotland, and was accounted a faint from his 
youth. 
Ie had great quicknefs of parts, a lively apprehenfion, with 
a charming vivacity of thought and expreflion. He had the 
greateit command of the pureft Latin that ever | knew in any 
taan. He was a maiter both of Greek and Heb rew, and of 
the whole compafs of theological learning, chiefly in the ftudy 
of the ee But that which excelled all the reft was, he 
was pofiefled with the higheft and nobleft Tenfe of divine things 
that | ever daw in any man. He had no regard to his perfon, 
unleis it was to mortify it by 4 conftant low diet, that was liké 
a perpetual fait. He had a contempt both of wealth and re- 
putation. He feemed to have the loweft thoughts of himfelf 
poflible, and to defire that all other perfons {hould think as 
meanly of him as he did himfelf. He bore all forts of ill ufage 
and reproach like a man that took pleafure in it. He had to 
tubdued the natural heat of his temper, that in a great Vi triety 
accidents, and in a courfe of twenty-two years intimate con- 
erfation with him, I never obferved the leafi fign of paflion but 
none one fingle occafion. He brought himfelf into fo compofed a 
gravity, that I never faw him laugh, and but /eldom imile. And 
he kept himfelf in fuch a conitant recollection, that 1 do not 
remember that ever I heard him fay one idle word. ‘here was 
a vilible tendency in all he faid to raife his own mind, and thofe 
he converfed with, to ferious reflections. He feemed to be ina 


perpetual meditation. And, though the whole courfe of his’ 


dife was ftri@ and afcetical, yet he had nething of the fourneis 
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of temper that generally poffeffes men of that fort. He was 
the freeft from fuperftition, of cenfuring others, or of impofing 
his own methods on them, poflible ; fo that he ‘did not fo much 
as recommend them to others. He faid, there was a diverfity 
of tempers ; and every man was to watch over his own, and to 
turn it in the beft manner he could. His thoughts were lively, 
oft out of the way and furprifing, yet jult and. venuine. And 
he had laid together in his memory the greateit treafure of the 
beft and wifelt of all the ancient fayings of the heathens, as 
well as Chriftians, that 1 have ever known any man matter of : 
and he ufed them in the apteft manner poflible. His preaching 
had a fublimity both of thought and expreilion in it. The 
grace and gravity of his pronunciation was fuch, that few heard 
him without a very fentible emotion: Jam /fure I never did. 
His ftyle was rather too fine: but there was a majefty and 
beauty in it that left fo deep ‘an impreilion, that 1 cannot yet 
forget the fermons I heard him preach thirty years ago. And 
yet with this he feemed to look on himfelf as fo ordinary a 
preacher, that while he had a cure he was ready to employ all 
others: and when he was a bifhop he chofe to preach to {mall 
auditories, and would never give notice beforehand. He had 
indeed a very low voice, and {fo could not be heard by a great 
crowd. While he preached up a more excellent rule of life 
than feerned confiftent with human nature, his own praétice did 
ever outfhine his doctrine. 

Bifhop Buawxet, near the clofe of his Pafforal Care, fays, * I 
have now laid together with great fimplicity what has been the 
chief fubje& of my thoughts for above thirty years. I was 
formed to them by Bifhop Leighton, who had the greateft eleva- 
tion of foul, the largeft compafs of knowledge, the moft mor- 
tified and heavenly difpofition, that I ever yet faw in mortal ; 
who had the greateft parts as well as virtues, with the mok 
‘perfect humility, that I ever faw in man. For that pattern 
which I faw in him, and for that converfation which I had with 
him, I know how much I have to anfwer to God. And though 
my refieéting on that which | knew in him gives me jut caufe 
of being deeply humbled in myfelf, and before God ; yet I feel no 
moré fenfible pleafure in any thing, than in going over in my 
thoughts all that I faw and obferv ed in him,” 

Dr. Dopprine z, who fpent much time in examining and 
tranicribing Leighton’s manuicripts, bears the following tefti- 
mony’ to the excellence of his character and writings :— 

“The delight and edification which I have found in the 
Writings of this ewonder ‘ful man, ( for fuch 1 mutt deliberately call 
him, ) would have been a full equivalent for my pains, feparate 
from all profpect of that effect which they might have upon 
others. or truly | know not that I have ever {pent a gee” 
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of an hour in reviewing any of them, but, even amidf that in- 
terruption which a critical examination of thé copy would na- 
turally give, I have felt fome impreffions which’ I could wifh always 
to retain. I can hardly forbear faying, as a confiderable phi- 
lofopher and eminent divine faid to me in a letter long ago, and 
when my acquaintance with Leighton’s works was but begin- 
ning, ‘ There is a fpirit in Archbifhop Leighton I never met 
with in any human writings, nor can [ read many lines in them 
without being moved.’ 

“‘ Indeed, it weuld be difficult for me to fay where, but in 
the Sacred Oracles, I have ever found fuch heart-affecting lefions 
of fimplicity and humility, candour and benevolence, exalted 
piety, without the leaf tincture of enthufiafm, and an entire 
mortification to every worldly intereft, without any mixture of 
{plenetic refentment. . Nor can 1 ever fufficiently admire that 
artlefs manner in which he lays open, as it were, his whole 
breaft to the reader, and fhows, without feeming to be at all 
confcious of it himfelf, all the various graces that can adorn 
and ennoble the Chriftian. And hence, if I miftake not, is that 
wonderful energy of his difcourfes, obvious as they feem, un- 
adorned as they really are, which 1 have obferved to be owned 
by perions of eminent piety in the moft different ranks, and 
amidit all the variety of education and capacity that can be 
imagined. As every eye is ftruck by confummate beauty, 
though in the plaineft drefs, and as the fight of fuch an object im- 
prefles much more than any laboured defcription of complexion, 
features or air, or any harangue on the niceft rules of propor- 
tion ; fo, in the works of this great adept in true Chriflianity, we do 
not fo much hear of goodnelfs, as fee it in its moft genuine tra- 
ces ; fee him as a living image of his Divine Mafter, (for fuch 
indeed his writings fhow, I had almoft faid, demenftrate him to 
have been) by fuch internal characters, as furely a bad man 
could not counterfeit, and no good man fo much as fufpect.” 

It is wifhed thefe quotations may excite many to perufe the 
writings, and imitate the character, of the excellent Archbifhop. 
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On the Moral Atiributes of God. 


S we afcertain the charatter of God by afcribing 
Clerus. oe “Sy ae 
to him in an infinite degree thofe excellent quali- 
ties and attributes which pertain to creatures, we’ neceflarily 
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make a diftinétion between his natural and moral perfedtions. 
For we cannot denominate the mere intelligence and power of 
man moral. Human reafon is manifeltly a natural faculty to 
afcertain and point out the refpective qualities of different ob- 
jects. This and correfpondent offices comprife the province of 
reafon, judgment and the moral fenfe. For confcience is but 
reafon empioyed about moral fubjects. The power of man dif- 
fers from his reafon, becaufe, inftead of confulting, it externally 
executes the dictates of reafon. In a word, it is the office of 
reafon to perceive and determine, and of human power to effect. 
Hence, as fome intelligent, vigorous men are the fubjects of 
wicked hearts, and as others poffefs gocd hearts, who are the 
fubjets of weak minds and bodies, we are compelled to dif- 
criminate between natural and moral faculties. The reafon 
and bodily ftrength of man are natural faculties, and the exer- 
cifes of his heart are moral. In the fame manner, with reve- 
rence, we make a diftinftion between the natural and moral 
perlections of God. For though the knowledge and power of 
God are conne&ted with benevolence, in other agents thefe facul- 
ties are connected with malevolence. Having premifed the dif 
tinction between natural and moral attributes, we now recur 
to the queftion before the conference. 

What evidence does the light of nature furnifh in favour of 
God’s goodnefs or moral rectitude? Though we may fail in 
our attempt to adduce it, the volume of nature undoubtedly 
contains evidence in favour of the divine goodnels. We nei- 
ther ailert the iufficiency of nature’s light, nor difpute the ne- 
ceflity of in{piration, to recover apoftate man. For it is mani- 
feft that the light of nature is infufficient, and that fpecial reve- 
jation is neceilary, to effect this gracious purpofe in a confiftent 
manner. We only plead that the moral perfection of God is 
evinced by the volume of nature. 

Every informed perfon will grant that God is invariably the 
fame, without the leaft mutability. Hence it muft follow, that 
all the maniteftations which he makes of himfelf are of the 
fame nature. The volume of nature and the volume of infpi- 
ration therefore harmonize, and fpeak the fame general lan. 
guage. | 

But, waving remarks of this nature, let me afk, What is the 
language of the opening, blooming Spring ? for the earth 
is made foft by alternate fhowers and fhines; the trees, vallies 
and fields are clothed with verdure, and ornamented with 
flowers. What is the voice of the growing and maturing Sum- 
mer? for all nature, during this operative, thriving feafon, 
teems with moft delightful profpeés. We alfo afk, What is 
the language of Autumn ? for the-earth is tired of containing 
the plentiful harveft, and the vaft variety of moft ae 
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fruits for man. Surely the feafons alternately and unremit- 
tingly proclaim the goodnefs of God. For the earth is full of 
his riches. In one word, the language of creation is the lan- 
guage of divme love. The affectionate attention of parents to 
their tender offspring is not comparable with the unwearied 
kindnefs of God to the human race. God is love. 

Sophronius. But are there no objections to the dotrine you 
inculcate? Is there no evil in the way of the arcument ? 

Clerus. Yes, there is much evil, both n: tural and moral. 
But who can prove that evil will finally injure the univerfe ? 
In fome inftances you will not deny the advan tage of contratt. 
The contraft between Summer and Wint eS youth and age, 
ftrength and weaknefs, health and fickneds, iches and poverty, 
pleafure and pain, life and death, is evidently attended, by the 
management of Providence, with general advantage. The 
value of good, or rather the adequate value, cannot be realized 
by man without contraft. For the information of creatures very 
much depends on manifeftation or exhibition. The greatet 
contraft of beauty and deformity, light and darknefs, good an 
evil, is neceflary, to attain an adequate view of the real dife- 
rence between thefe objects. The fkilful difpofition of light 
and fhade is not lefs neceflary in moral tablature than in natu- 
ral. In fhort, if we acknowledge the necefftty of variety, and 
the advantage of difference between one object and another, it 
is in vain to difpute the utility of contraft between good and 
evil. For contraft is but the completion of variety and diffe- 
rence. As we readily adopt the neceffity of variety and con- 
traft in the natural world, the doétrine of analogy requires the 
adoption of it inthe moral. What then becomes of the ob- 
jection, that the exiftence of evil is inconfiftent with God’s 
moral perfection? If evil is the occafion of good in any in- 
ftance, who fhall affert, merely hecaufe he does not comprehend 
he arrangements of Providence, that it will eventually prove 
anjurious to the univerfe? Than attempting to appreciate the 
nature of evil, nothing can be more abfurd. Yor evil is evil in 
its own nature, and is incapable of any modification or attitude 
which renders it harmlefs or good. It is hateful to God, be- 
caufe it directly tends to deltroy the univerfe: but it is the 
occafion of good in fome manifeft inftances, and doubtlefs in 
all others where it occurs. For the harmonious manner in 
which God governs the natural world, is but 2 type ot the 
perfection of his adminiftrations in the moral world. 

Sophronius. While I attend to the varying feafons, and the 
vatt provifions which God has made for the enjoyment of his 
creatures, in millions and millions of inftances, I am deeply mm- 
prefled with the evidence of his goodnefs: but when i draw 
the curtain, and furvey the current and abounding evils, I lofe 
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the imprefiion, and am confufed. If the evidence of moral 
evil were like the influence of fhade and colour in painting, it 
would not militate againft the divine goodnefs. But evil 
abounds. It is like a conftant,defiruétive torrent. 1am there- 
fore amazed and tremble. 

Clrus. 1 fuppofe you are alfo filled with amazement and 
terror during a long and dreadful ftorm of hail, thunder and 
lightning. But dare you dictate to the Almighty what degree 
of thunder and lightning is neceflary? Dare you dictate how 
much freezing cold fhall attend the poles of the earth, and how 
much burning heat the equator? Can you tell how many 
rays of light are neceflary to conftitute the fun, and how many 
particles of water to form the ocean? Wiull you then, while 
the fubject of fo much ignorance, difcard the divine goodnefs in 
confequence of the exiftence of natural and moral evil? Wil 
you adopt the utility of contraft, and difbelieve the perfection 
of God, becaufe the contraft exceeds your fcanty comprehen- 
fion? Shall the ignorant child obje& to the principles of phi- 
lofophy, and impeach the aftronomer for making wrong calcu- 
lations? Surely God, who made the univerfe, knows what de- 
gree of contrait is ufeful on the whole; and gives us reafon 
ta fiyle Him both wife and good. The objection originates 
from the ignorance of man, and not from his information. 
For the utility of contraft is manifeft in numberlefs inftances. 

Sophronius. 1 confefs the train of thought deeply interefts 
my mind : and I am inclined to believe, that the volume of 
nature as really eftablifhes the moral perfections of God, as his 
natural perfedtions. The teftimony of creation in favour of 
God’s goodneis mufi prevail. For contraft, inftead of invali-. 
dating, really fupports it. But, with fubmiflion, would it not 
be more proper, firft to eftablifh the divinity of Scripture, and 
then with the Bible to eftablifh the moral charaéter of the Au- 
thor? This,if I miftake not, is the common method of writers 
on the fubject. 

Ckrus. It is not our defign to difapprove the method of 
others. But by what means God could eltablith the divinity of 


-his word, without the divinity of his works; or why men in 


early times undertook to prove, that God’s word was good, 
antecedently to any, even the leaft evidence of the goodnefs of 
the author, is rather inexplicable. To me it is evident that 
men firft undertook to inquire, whether the Bible was worthy 
of acceptation, and of courfe the word of God, in confequence 
of fome previous evidence of his moral excellence. Without 
previous evidence that the Author of Creatiomwas worthy to 
authorife and publifh a book to dire& the world, we cannot 
yuftify thofe who firft inquired whether the Bible was divine. 
It is farther evident, that when God firft fpoke to man he con- 
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4rmed the veracity and excellency of his declaration by the 
divine teftimony of his works. 

The firft great revelation or difplay which God made of him- 
felf is the volume of nature ; and if this does not eftablith his 
moral excellency, what fufficient evidence fhall'- we derive from 
his word? Surely God does not expeé us to take his naked 
word for it, exclufively of his works and adminiftrations. No ; 
he requires us to receive nothing which he fays, but upon the 
principle of anfwerable evidence and authority. The truth of 
his fayings, to men in general, depends on the excellency of 
his doings. His word, in the general connexion of things, is 
eftablifhed by his works. Hence the light, beauty and glory ot 
nature are conftantly cited and improved by intpiration, to 
imprefs and authorife its veracity and divinity. But why does 
infpiration adopt this method? Why this appeal to the telti- 
mony of nature ? Why is it faid, The work of the Lord is ho- 
nourable and glorious—The work of the Lord is perfeét— 
All thy works praife thee? Why does the Apottle fay, God 
hath not left himfelf without witnefs, in that he gives rain from 
heaven, and fruitful feafons, and fills our hearts with food and 
gladnefs? Why does he call upon heathens to worthip Him 
who made the heavens and earth ; and condemn them for not 
gioritymg God, when they know him by vifible manifeftations ? 
Why this folemn appeal to the volume of nature, if it does not 
eftablifh God’s moral excellency? Whatever be the opinion of 
other authors, the infpired writers frequently quoted the vo- 
lume of nature, becaufe it eftablifhes the moral perfection of 
Deity. They admired the language of nature ; for it is full 
of divinity. 

Sophronius. Your connexion is plain. The veracity and ex- 
cellency of God’s word depend much on the harmony and 
utility of his works. For what credit can be given to any ver- 
bal declaration not fupported by proper evidence? and in the 
prefent cafe, who can accredit the teftimony of {fcripture, except 
it harmonizes with the teftimony of creation and providence ? 
The neceffity of harmony between the teftimony of nature and 
{cripture, prefuppofes the perfection of God’s works, in order 
to adopt the divinity of his word. As God, therefore, in his 
firft verbal addrefs to mankind, fummoned creation to prove 
that he was the Creator, and worthy of fupreme refpect; fo 
we embrace the fcriptures becaufe they harmonize with his 
operations. For without this infallible criterion we are deiit- 
tute of the beft common rule to examine and aicertain their au- 
thenticity. "a 

Citrus. 1 am pleafed with your concurrence of opinion: 
for I feared you thought, it impoflible to eftablifh the moral 
perfections of God, except by the medium of infpiration. Pro- 
grey 
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grefs is always eafy when we take the proper courfe: and 
much depends, in theological inquiry, ona ftnié adherence to 
the regular difplays or ‘revelations of the Divine Charaéter. 
We. mutt learn to take up things as God lays them down. If 
we deviate from the footiteps of Providence, we may expect 
confufion and darkneifs mitead of light. 

The volume of nature and the volume of fcripture I confider 
as coincident and harmonious publications of the fame great 
{vitem ot revelation. Both are neceffary for the inftruction of 
man. ‘That the volume of infpiration contains the moh pe 
ticular inftruction, cannot be denied: for this is in fact th 
hiftory of redemption. But though the volume of infpiration, 
which I contider the fecond edition of Divine Revelation, in fome 
refpects excels, yet the firft edition, which we ftyle the volume 
of nature, is peculiarly ufeful in the great connexion of events. 
For the volume of nature not only precedes and prepares the 
way for the volume of in{fpiration, but finally fupports it by 
the moft ample teftimony. The volume of nature exilted pre- 
viouily to the volume of infpiration ; but the latter cannot exiit 
without the former. While, therefore, handling the great 
do&rine of Complex Revelation, we mutt not depreciate the one 
to app: reciate the other. For both volumes or editions make 
but one glorious iyftem of Divine Revevation.* In one 
word, though the volume of nature is not the hiftory of re- 
demption, it is the volume of God’s s goodneis, and is calculated 
to fuceett the probability, at leaft, that the author is on a trea- 
ty of peace with depraved men. 


But a few reflections mult terminate the conference. 
t. If the works of nature eftablifh God’s moral goodnefs, 


we infer his righteoufnefs in deftroying wicked heathens. It 
has been fuppoied, by fome, that heathen nations are no more 
expofed to the wrath of God than wild beafts of the foreft. 
‘Their ignorance of the r~asicpie of falvation has bea the occa- 
fion of the fuppotition. But, alas! inattention to the volume of 
nature, and man’s ‘par ‘thality, or iginate the grofs miftake. For, 
though the light of nature does not difptay the method of falvation 
by Chri, it difplays the duty of man to his Creator ; and confe- 
quently the righteoufnefs of God in punifhing jhis difobedie nce. 
Heathens have one talent if they have not ten, and muit render an 
aniwerable account to their Maker. For, being deftitute of faith 
in Chritt, of whom they have never heard, they will not be 
formally condemned, but for not loving God, % name is 
, infcrihed 
* Since writing the preceding conference, the a* bas reviewed 
Dr. Builer’s Analog Yy and Dr. Cam pbell on Miracles, (which Books 
he had act read for many years bs fore) and finds bis the ory of the 
Moral PerfcSions of God fupported by ihofe great authors. 
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infcribed on all his works. Man is accountable according to 
his ability, and not according to his inability. Thore who ad- 
vocate the neceflity of God’s faving heathens, on account of 
their ignorance, are the fubjects of a double error. In the 
firit piace, they deny that the volume oi nature teaches ali 
men to love God fupremely; in the fecond place, they feem 
to iuppofe that all men have a right to jalvation. But the 
plea in favour of the falvation of heathens, on the principle of 
their ignorance, will not obtain: and who with impunity can 
affert that God is obliged to fave his enemies? As heathens 
violate the law of nature, God has a right to deftroy them tor- 
ever: and who {hall complain if he makes others the fubjeéts of 
light and falvation? Hath not the potter power over the 
clay? Shall we difapprove God’s character becaufe he is 
good and jul? 

2. How exceedingly depraved is man, that he is capable of 
atheifm i If there were not inftances of atheifm, and even 
among men of information in other refpects, we could not be- 
lieve at poffible to adopt the theory. For the heavens, the 
earth, the fea, and every object, great and {fmall, through the 
vait dominion of nature, declare his greatnefs and goodiuedls. 
It appears that man muft difbelieve his own exiltence, and 
that of every other object, before lie can difvelieve the exiftence 
of God. The variety, beauty, harmony, utility and majeity of 
the univerfe mutt be afcribed to God. To talk of chance or 
plaftic nature as forming this glorious fyitem, is not only tolly 
but madnefs. Man, hefore he becomes a theoretic atheilt, mult 
wickedly diveft himfelf of every trace of conicience and reafon. 
O how dangerous to lend a liltening ear one moment to the 
alluring whilper, and flattering fuggeition, of infideliy! My 
young friends, be on your guard againft the intoxicating influ. 
ence of unbelief. Remember, fin is the vileft of all deceivers. 
With a lie in her right hand the always promifes advantage. 
How many have embraced her delufive motives, and ver tured 
on in the courfe of infidelity, till they have plunged trom the 
awful precipice into the gulf of ruin! 

3- Having evidence irom the impreflive and inftrutive lan- 
guage of creation, that the throne of God is eitablifhed in rec- 
titude, let us @ultivate entire confidence in his adminiitrations. 
For beyond — fogs and clouds of ignorance which obicure 
the profpest, the light of the Divine Character ihines in the 
moft refplendent manner: all the wheels of this vait machinery 
are in pertéct motion, according to the original defign oi the 
Eterna! Author. Not one of them falters, or impedes the 
regular funtion of the reft. ‘The influence of al! hottile agents 
is under the controu! of God, and will ng tarniuih the beauty 
of his works. All partial evil will be the occalica of univer{al 
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good. Who can defire a better fytem? Benevolence is fatis- 
fied; for, while evil abounds, the goodnefs of God fupera- 
bounds. In addition to the vaft difplay of goodnefs which 
originated and makes provifion for men, how many tribes of 
animals exilt, and conftantly depend on God’s bounty and mu- 
nificence! The kinds of beafts, and birds, and fifhes, reptiles 
and infects, how numerous! and how innumerable the compary 
pertaining to each fpecies! “ Infinite goodnefs,” fays Mr. 
Addifon, “ is fo communicative that it feems to delight mn con- 
ferring exiftence upon every degree of perceptive being.” 

““Wretches that we are!” fays Cambray; “ we confider 
fhadows as realities, and tiuth asa phantom. That which is 


nothing is all to us, and that which is all appears to us nothing. 


What do we fee in all nature but thee, O my God! Thou, 
and thou only, appeareft in every thing. I am lof to myfelf, 
and fall into nothmg, when I think on thee. The man who 
does not fee thee has beheld nothing: he who does not tafte 
thee has a relifh of nothing: his being is vain, and his life but 
a dream. Set up thyfelf, O Lord, fet up thyfelf, that we may 
behold thee. How long, how long, O Lord, fthall I wait for 
that day when I fhail poffefs, in thy prefence, fulnefs of joy,and 
pleafures forever more !” 


A Hymn. 


“HOW fair this page of nature’s book, 
That here unfolded lies ! 

InftruSion warms the mufeful heart, 
While beauty giads the eyes. 


“The golden fun his glory fpreads 
Through the gay worlds of light ; 

He bids the filver moon to fhine, 
And cheer the realms of night. 


*“ He bids the filver current roll 
Along the flow’ry dale, 
Then deep in yonder dufky grove 
Her fhining bofem vail. , 


“The bleating flocks, the lowing herds, 
That range the green lawn o’er, 
Unconfcious, on his bounty call, — 


And find the needful ftore. 


“In thofe fteep hills, woods, fertile vales, 
In pleafing verdure dreft, 
Thofe burniih’d clouds, that azure tky, 


The Godhead ftands confeft. 


“Thus, far 4nd near, where’er we fend 
* Our roving eyes abroad, The 
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The various objects all confpire 
To lead us up to God; 


“Phat God whofe word all nature form’d, 


Whole eye all nature fees, 
Whofe hand all nature rules, fuftains, 
Or crufhes if he pleafe : 


“‘ Before whofe high and dazzling throne 


Let ev’ry mortal bow ; 
Whofe fmile is everlafting blif, 
Whofe frown is endlefs wo. 


“<Low at his feet, then, O my foul, 
In proftrate homage fall ; 

Make him thy fear, thy love, thy truft, 
Thy joy, thy God, thy all.” 





Gov INcompREHENSIBLE. 


“Parent Supreme! who dwell’ft on high, 


In uncreated light, 
Thine own effential glories lie 
Hid from our mortal fight. 


“‘ Infinite excellencies vail 
Thine underiv’d abode, 

While beams of majefty proclaim 
The Self-exiftent God. 


All nature refts upon thy word, 
And ftars and planets roll 

Beneath thy throne, or ftand, or move, 
At thy divine controul. 


“We trace the wonders of thy pow’r, 
Around the fpacious frame, 

But cannot fathom thy defigns, 
Nor comprehend thy name. 


“Infinite beauty, pow’r and fkill 
Appear in all thy ways, 

And earth and air, and fea and fkies, 
Proclaim thine endlefs praife. 


‘Let the whole race of creatures bow 
With rev’rence at thy throne, 


Confefs their meannefs, and adore 
The Infinite Unknown. 

“Fountain of Blefiednefs! in thee 
Our utmoft pow’rs are loft ; 

dind partial glances of thy name 
Is all that we can boaft.” 


[To be continued.) 
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LETTER FROM A LADY. 


* 
To the Editors. of the Maffachufetts Mifionary. Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


OR one of our fex to addrefs you relative-to the.theolo- 

gical complexion of the Magazine, may be thought ra- 

ther affuming ; but, as we confider ourfelves your diligent read- 

ers, and feel deeply interefted in the execution of the benevo- 

lent defign, it is hoped our freedom will be excufed. For we 
are upright, not wif? 

With the fpecimen which you prefent in the Fir? Numer, we 
are highly pleafed, becaufe it is calculated to inftrn&-and edify 
common readers, who derive but little advantage from abftrufe 
diiquifitions: and give us leave, My Fathers, to expec, that 
practical divinity, im its various branches and endearing con- 
nexions, may form the leading feature of the fieceeding num- 
bers. ‘That Divines of the firft ability are frequently called 
into the field to check the progrefs of error by handling the 
moit metaphylical points, we have no. doubt ;. and wifh them 
decided fuccefs, efpecially at this. day of. dangerous liberality of 
jentiment. But, we fincerely defire the Magazine may prove a 

family repofitory, rather than a fyftem of metaphyfics. It 
wil] naturally fall into the hands of our children. and domettics, 
who are quite ignorant of the art of difputation, and need the 
moit plain and pungent inftruction. Let us then, Fathers, 
you love their fouls, and feel interefted in feafonably directing 
and guiding the rifing generation, entreat you to calculate the 
publication for their age and beft advantage. Papers which 
jurpafs their years and capacity they will not read; but thofe 
of a tender, plain, entertaining and impreflive nature will at- 
tract their attention, enlarge their. opening minds, and we > hope 
prove the occafion of mending their hearts. 

At is pe opinion of our female circle, that if the Editors wil] 
only referve their ftrong meat which is fufficiently falted for 
polemic productions, and will devoutly feed us with the milk 
and honey of the gofpel, that the Magazine will have an ex- 
tenfive and ufeful circulatiou, and furnifh the Mithonary Fund 

with confiderable and needful profits. To effect thefe defirable 

ends was, as We are informed, the original defign of the publica- 
tion. If that infinuating Infidel, whole books have poifoned the 
minds of thoufands, had confidence to fay, “ Let me write /ongs 
for the nation, and I care not who frame ber laws,? what more ule- 
tul employment can fall to the lot of able Divines, than to fur- 
nifh a Magazine for the “ufe of rifing families, rather than for 
ten of information ? Weng o trees may be praned 2 and direét- 
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ed with advantage ; for they are pliant and productive: but 
old, fixed trees will not yield to the hand of cultivation. As 
the greatelt reverence is due to children; as the laft great cha- 
racters of the age «are now in our trembling arms, and under 
our maternal direction, we with for feafonable afliftance to qua-, 
lify them for their refpeétive fpheres of action. Thefe men in mi- 
niature will prove a blefling or curfe to the world, according to 
the nature of prefent impreffions and habits. Make a ufeful 
book then, Gentlemen, for us and them; teach us how to teach 
them. 

. Wifhing you the gracious guidance of the Spirit, that you 
may realize the original object of thefe periodical papers, in the 
beft manner, permit me to fubfcribe, 

Your obliged friend, and humble fervant, 


MELISA. 


. 





THE FATHER OF THE FAITHFUL. 
“ And Abram rofe up early ia the morning.” 


APPY Abram! Now thy charaéter is eftablifhed. Thy 
deeds are recorded in the volumes of fame, and the pa- 
ges of facred truth. Thou art the father of the faithtul. 
Notwithitanding many excufes at hand, “early” hatt thou rif- 
en, punctually haft thou obeyed thy God. Why didit not 
thou fay, “ Lam /ck by reafon of the thocking vilion laft night?’ 
Why doit not thou fay, “It was an illufion of darkneis, a 
phantom of the night, a crazy dream of the fancy?’ Why 
doft not thou fuggeit the impoflibility of performing the jour- 
ney at fo fhort a notice, or that thy friends will flay thee for 
the unnatural deed, or that the command itfelf is abominable, 
and contrary to the promife of God? 
Abram rote early. Khis was love, this was obedicnee ; it was 
feligion. This is the {pirit of thofe who are Abram’s 
ipititual children. As far as they are ianétified, they are in¢li- 
ned to a/] the commands of God. ‘This was the fpirit of Mo- 









des, Jeremiah and Paul; it is the fpirit of all faints. ‘Phofe, 


who love God, keep his commandments. They know that 
God has a right to command, therefore they obey. ‘They are 
the property of God; he created them; he preferves them ; he 
may diipofe of them, and direct them. Not to fubmit, not to 
obey, is to deny his right over them ; it is to reject his autho- 
fity, to revolt from his government, to raife the hand of defi- 
ance, and nnfurl the ftandard of rebellion. Such things make 
the pious mind fhudder. He recoils from the thought. With 
Abram, would every faint vilit M tiah’s bloody mount, on 
the altar of duty to offer his deareltibpe, tg facrifice his dar- 


iag child, his only fon. Abram 
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Abram early rofe to obey God, becaufe he beligved God. 


wife to command: what was def: and this every faint beHeves. 
In him dwell all the fountains of wifdom. He alone is wile. 
Stars, and funs, and faints.in heaven, and angels in glory, re- 
eeive laws from him ; and fhall worms of the duft’rebel? The 
burning feraph and high arch-angel find their blifs in being di- 
rected by the wifdom.ot God. The commands of. God are the. 
wifeft poffible commands. Will not good men. fly from every 
act of difobedience to the wifeft poffible command, as they 
would from the blackeft folly, or ene hell itfelf? Wall not 
good men yield obedience to Wifdom, though for the prefent it 
call them to felf-denial, to crucify the fleth, to wade through 
rivers of tears, or feas of blood? 

The cordial Jove of God enfures. the good man’s. ebedien 
God is moft excellent, therefore the object of moft ardent love. 
Do we love our friend becaule he is affectionate, difinterefted 
and fincere? Thefe excellencies are infinitely more perfeét in 
God. Our friend. makes us happy; we love him, we are de- 
lighted with him. God not only makes us happy in a thou- 
fand other ways, but he difpofes our. friend to make us happy. 
The moment God leaves him, he will be oar malignant enemy. 
In the moft ineffable delights of human friendfhip, ought there 
not to be ftill warmer love to God ?: “ Whatever men may in- 
tend or execute, all their defigns, and all their a¢tions, are fub- 
jet to the fecret influence and guidance of One, who is neceffa- 
rily the beft judge of what will mof promote his own excellent 
purpofes. ‘lo him, and in his works, all feeming difcord is 
real harmony, and all apparent evil ultimate. gocd.”. 

The love of God is a fea without afhore. A defire of being 
acceptable, a defire of pleafing, is an effential part of love ; 
therefore the good man -refolutely determines to obey God ; 
for the only mean of pleafing is: fincere obedience. Therefore 
* Abram “rifes early” to facrifice his 4m, to obey his God. 
~ With him every faint harmonizes in {pirit. He will goand do 

ie hen God commands. ee 
| jod man has likewife promifedto obey God. His vera-. 
citys pledged. He forfeits his charaGer, every claim to truth 
gor goodnets, as far as he diiobeys God. He has vowed unto 
the Lord, and he cannot go back without involving himfelf in 
the charge of folly and hypocrify. He has engaged himfelf to 
his fellow profeffors, to walk with them, to watch over them, 
and be an example and fupport to them. If he turns into the 
paths of finful indulgences, he abufes the confidence of Chriftian’ 
friends, which has been repofed in him. He renders himfelf 
unworthy their friendihip, their fociety, or regard. By his fins 
he throws himfelf into the feale of their enemies, he becomes. 
their enemy. By his wicked works he is an enemy to God, and 
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to the people of God. How terrible this to every pious heart, 
to every child of Abram ! 

Have we the fpirit and faith of Abram? Let us not haftily 
decide the momentous queftion. Let us review the conduct of 
Abram, and, as we trace his fteps, examine whether we could 
have followed him in his difmal journey. God appears to A- 
bram, perhaps in a vifion of the night, and commands him to 

o to Moriah, and offer a burnt offering. What fhall he of- 
a lamb? No,hisfon. Which fon—lIf{hmael,the fon of the 
bond woman? No, his fon, his only fon, his beloved fon Ifaac. 
Does he, can he, obey? Obferve: ‘early’ he rifes, he does not 
delay, he makes hafte, he faddles his beatt, he cleaves the wood, 
he calls his fervants, he wakes Haac, he is on his journey. But 
why all this hurry? Does not the mother of Ifaac inquire the 
caufe of thefe ftrange appearances? ‘The fervants cannot tell 
her, her fon cannot; what muft the father do? Mauft he reveal 
the dreadful fecret? Can a mother’s tendernefs fupport the 
terrible fhock? will fhe be convinced? can fhe fubmit? As 
he travels along do not his neighbours inquire what he intends 
to offer in facrifice ? Seeing no creature from his herds or 
flocks, no goat, nor lamb, are they not ready to icoff at him for 
a defign of offering a dove or a pigeon, the poor man’s facri- 
fice? Does not his compofure and heavenly ferenity calm the 
refentment of his indignant fervants? His heart is full, his 
feelings are too folemn for utterance ; the language of eVery 
feature is, “I have a lamb, a precious lamb, for facrifice.” 
After two days travel, after two folemn, prayerful nights, on 
the third day he lifted up his eyes and ‘‘ faw the place atar off.’’ 
What a train of ideas rufh upon his mind !—* There I mutt 
facrifice my fon, my fon Ifaac. Can | leave thee there, my fon ? 
can I return alone? My companion, can I fee thee? can we be 
happy again? In filent, fad procefflion they arrive at the foot 
of the hill. They ftop. He commands his fervants to wait 
his return. He lays the wood on Ifaac; he takes the fire in 
one hand, the knife in the other. I=faac fpeaks—** My father :” 
and he faid, “‘ Here am I, my fon.” And he faid, “™ Behold 
the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offer- 
ing?” And Abram faid, “ My fon, God will provide a lamb 
for a burnt offering.”” How could he teil the fecret to the un- 
fufpecting child ? Together they afcend the hill, together they 
ftop. Abram builds an altar. With every ftone he lifts, he 
raifes a cry to Heaven. The laft ftone is placed, The altar is 
finifhed. He lays the wood im order. He muti, he muf tell 
the command of God to Ifaac. “ Ifaac, you muft bleed. God 
has required the facrifice. You know the tendernefs of my 
foul. You know that you are dearer to me than my own life. 
Were it the will of God, I had much rather go myfelf. Death 
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is the lot of all. It is God’s will in this way to try my faithful- 
nefs to him, and your obedience to me. Never were you dear- 
er to me thaa at this moment. I blefs God for enabling us to 
fubmit. Godiees us. God will reward Oh my ion, my 
fon, let us commend your foul to the mercy of God ; may your 
jaft breath be a prayer for mercy. * * * * * * # # * # # ® 
“‘ Farewel, farewel, my dear, dear fon—may God fhow his mer- 
cy—may We meet, never more to part—farewel, my fon’”?—— 
With ftreaming eyes and trembling hands, Abram takes the 
knife, raifes his arm to plunge it into the bofom When, lo ! 
an angel from heaven cries, “ Abram, Abram!” and he faid, 
“Tiere am I.”? And he faid, “ Lay not thine hand upon the 
jad, neither do thou any thing unto him, for now I know that 
thou feareit God, feeing thou haft not withheld thy fon, thy 
only fon, from me. And Abram lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by the horns ; 
and Abram went and took the ram, and offered him up fora 
burat ofering in the ftead of his fon.”” So near was God; fo 
he interpofed. God is ever near his diftrefled, tempted people. 
‘Lhe conduc of Abram is a glorious example ; his deliverance 
a delightful encouragement. In obeying God. we may have 
tull couiidence in his favour; in doing our duty we may leave 
coniequences with him, who orders all things in wifdom. Let 
us prove ourfelves the true children of Abram, then we fhali 
enjoy the care of angels and the praife of God. 


At fuch a trying fcene of faithful love 

The burning feraphs gaze from worlds above; 
The Great Eternal from his awful throne 
Defcends to praife the deeds of fuch a fon. 

' Ye friends of Jefus, hear a voice from heav’n 
Addrefs the man to whom fuch grace was giv’n 3 
“By my own felf, thy feed fhall be my care, 
“A rich reward tor thy devoted heir. 

“Thy fons as glitt’ring ftars thall num’rous be, 
«Or as the fands, which bar the raging. fea ; 
“Thy cruel foes fhall tremble in thy fight, 
“Die by thy hand, or flee in wild affright ; 
“From thy beloved race fhall Jefus come, 
«The world’s Redeemer, my Almighty Son ; 
*‘ Nations of every tongue, from eait to weit, 
“Yor thy obedient faith, in thee are bleft.” 


EVUSEDSIUS. 


REVIVAL 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN HOLLES. 





To the Editors of the Maffachufetts Miffonary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


Having been requefted to publifh an account of the late work 
of Divine Grace among the people of my charge, 1 fubmit 
the following to your difpofal. 


<c GIVE thanks unto the Lord; call upon his name ; 

make known his deeds among the people. Talk ye 
of all his wondrous works.” That God may be praiied in 
Zion for the illuftrious difplays of his grace, the fubfequent 
narrative is prefented to the friends of truth. Introductory 
to a more particular account of the late remarkable work, 
which is the principal fubje& of this narrative, it may not be 
improper to exhibit a compendious view of the divine goodnefs, 
manifefted in the rife and profperity of this church, under 
the miniftry of my worthy predeceffor. 

The Rev. Daniel Emerfon took the paftoral charge of this 
church and people, in the year of our Lord 1742, and fuftain- 
ed it, witheut a colleague, until the year 1793. His praife has 
been, and continues to be, in the churches, extenfively. 

Having experienced the power of divine grace in his owa 
foul, and being deeply fenfible of its efficacy and impor- 
tance; he earneftly infifted, in his preaching and converfation, 
on a renovation of heart, under the fpecial influence of the 
Divine Spirit, as abfolutely effential to a well-grounded hope of 
eternal life. The total depravation of the natural human 
heart, the abfolute fovereignty of God in the difpenfations of 
his providence and grace, perfonal election to falvation, 
through fanétification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, 
and the final perfeverance of faints, were doétrines, in his 
view, of primary importance, and were exhibited, and dwelt 
upon, as fuch, in his public difcourfes. In one word, he was 
a zealous preacher of the great doctrines of grace, as undey- 
ftood by Calviniits; and, during the courfe of his miniltry, 
was highly efteemed by his people, and ditinguifhingly honoyr- 
éd by God. 

His firft labours in this place were fignally accompanied by 
divine influence. Although, at the time of his ordination, there 
Were but thirty families in the town ; yet a goodly number of 
his people foon became, hopefully, fubjeéts of divine grace, and 
were placed as pillars in the houfe of God. Thefe were the 
promifing firft fruits of a plentiful harveit. At feveral diffe- 
Fent periods, during the courfe of his miniftry, his laours were 
Vou L. H bleiied 
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bleffed with uncommon fuccefs ; and, in the view of charity, 
many precious fouls were given him, for his joy, and crown of 
rejoicing, in the day of the Lord Jefus. 

It is not, perhaps, unworthy of notice, in this connexion, that, 
from its infancy to the prefent day, this church has been in the 
practice of requiring candidates for communion, <0 give a reas 
fon of their hope, in a public relation of the effects of divine 

race, experienced in their own hearts. This prattice is con- 
fidered, by many, as nothing fhort of placing a mott effectual 
bar at the entrance of the church. [tis a fact, however, that, 
in this place, the number of communicants, in proportion to 
the whole number of the people, has been, in every period, 
much greater than what is comnion in this part of our coun- 
try. ‘his church, through the fovereign grace of God, has 
always been comparatively large; and has always nambered, 
es its moit zealous, experimental and exemplary members, 

a very contiderable proportion of the molt refpectable charac- 
ters in the towh. 

The want of particular records tenders it impracticable to 
give an exact ftatement.of the number of hopeful converts, 
under the miniftry of Mr. Emerfon. Many hundreds, how- 
ever, it may fafely be faid, were added to the church. Durin 
the long period of fifty-two yéars, the number of thofe, who 
were removed by death, could not be fmall. . Many more had 
removed to dittant places; of whom, principally, feveral 
churches were fermed .in new fettiements, and not lefs than 
eight or ten were ordained minilters of the gofpel. Yet, at the 
clofe of Mr. Emerfon’s labours, this church confifted of about 
two hundred members. 

Having thus feen the church, under his care, rife and prof 

ry feeling the infirmities of age to be rapidly increafing upon 

im, and realizing the approaches of death, which according 
to the courfe of nature would foen terminate his labours, and 
deprive his beloved flock of their paftor; his heart’s defire and 
prayer to God was, “that the Lord, the God of the fpirits of 
all fiefh, would fet a man over the congregation, that the con- 
gregation of the Lord might not be as fheep which have no 
thepherd.”?. -To encourage his people to fettle with him a cole 
samee: he cheerfully relinquilhed one half of his annual falary, 
and cordially received, into the defk, the candidates whom 
they employed. Buta fhort interval elapfed, before he was 
called, in providence, to deliver the folemn charge to a cole 
league paltor ;.unto whom, in the mofl affectionate manner, he 
refigned the care of his flock. Having {peut nearly eight years 
in a retived: devotional life, mariifefting, in his daily walk and 
converfation, the:happy :frrits of that gofpel which he had for 
a long time preathed to: others, and cle ved all but one of 
B.. % © thofe 
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thofe who. were originally committed to his charge ; he finifli- 
ed his earthly courfe in peace,* and was called home, as we be- 
hieve, to receive his gracious reward’with thofe who fhall thine 
as the brightnefs of the firmament, and as the ftars forever and 
ever in the kingdom of: God. 

Some time. previous to. the coming of the prefent paftor 
into this place, a religious attention commenced, which conti- 
ed for feveral months after his ordination, and many were add- 
ed tothe church. Afterwards, however, a general inattention to 
religion prevailed. For the fpace of about two years, great 
oppofition to the diftinguifhing truths of the gofpel was Manit- 
felted. Iniquity greatly abounded, and the love of many wax- 
ed cold. Contrary to the well known fentiments of both: pai- 
tors, and to. the former habits of the youth in this place, vigo- 
rous exertions were fuccefsfully made to introduce levity, vain 
amufements, and particularly dancing. This occafioned a fers 
mon againft finful pleafures, in which the arguments for and 
againft what are called civil recreations were plainly ftated, 
and a ferious reproof was delivered to the youth. ‘The effect 
was vifible. Some were offended; others were ferioufly alarm- 
ed. Some expreffed their thanks for the fermon; others re- 
folved never to hear the preacher again. It was evident, how- 
ever, that the Spirit of God, by his fpecial influence, gracioufly 
fucceeded the word. The minds of many became deeply im- 
preiled; and fome in a fhort time were made the hopeful fub- 
jects of renewing grace. Of thefe, a confiderable proportion 
had been open oppofers of the effential doctrines of the crofs, 
and were at firft offended by the obnoxious fermon. But they 
became, without the exception of an individual, the friends and 
advocates of the doctrines which they had formerly hated, and 
the warm oppofers of the practices which they had formerly 
loved. 

Among. the warmeft:advocates for the fcenes of amufement 
which were the fubje&t of particular animadverfion, and the 
moft zealous promoters of them, were a young phyfician, and 
the lady whom he has fince married. Contideringagiemfelves 
as particularly implicated, the admonition at firit™gave them 
great offence ; but their angry refentment foon gave place to 

erious refledion. In.the courfe of the following year they re- 
moved from this place to the eaftward; and afterwards, hav- 
ing obtained, by divine grace, a comiartable hope of falvation 
in Chrift Jefus, they jointly exprefied, in a letter to the pattor 
of this church, their. views of. their former diverfiors, in the 
following words: “* We thank you for all your inftruétions, 
both in public and in private; particularly for your fermon 
againft dancing, which will never be forgotten by us. “We 
thinks your church members, who are parents, ought not te 

* September 30, 1801. fuffer 
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fuffer their children to attend fuch fcenes of levity; and that 
thofe who encourage fuch practices, by indulging their chil- 
dren, ought to be dealt with as offenders.” This prefents a 
juft fpecimen of the feelings manifefted by all who became at 
that time the hopeful fubjects of divine grace. 

This religious attention continued about four years ;. during 
which period, though the greater part of the people remained 
unimprefied, yet the Spirit, lke a fill fmall voice, operated in 
every part of the town, and on people of every clais. Under 
his gracious infvence, fome who were far advanced in years 
cordially fubmitted to the fceptre of Chrift; and many of the 
youth were led, in willing triumph, to the crofs, and were pla-. 
ced as polifhed flones in the temple of God.. 

From June, 1793, to June, 1801, including both reforma- 

tions, more than a hundred perfons were added to the church, 
who, with very few exceptions, have witnefled a good profef- 
fion, and contended earneftly for the faith once delivered to 
the faints. During this whole period not one inftance of wild 
enthufiaim, or of noticeable irregularity, appeared, either in 
public worfhip or in private conference; but a rational, deep 
conviction of fin, a realizing fenfe of divine truth, unconditional 
fubmiilion to the holy fovereignty of God, and cordial reliance 
on the Lord Jefus Chrift fer falvation, were the apparent ef 
fects of almighty grace on the heart. The moral and the im- 
moral, the aged and the young, thofe who had openly oppofed, 
and thofe who had profeffedly believed, the offenfive doctrines 
of the crofs, driven from their refuges of lies, and flain by the 
law, were led to hope for juftification enly through the redemp+ 
tion there is in Chrift. 
_ After the laft mentioned revival, a peried enfued, in which: 
an awful ftupidity again prevailed, and oppofition to the truth, 
and to the power of godlinefs, though not fo extenlive as it 
had formerly been, became more and more vilible, determined 
and active. But while the wicked were doing wickedly, and 
fome profeflors, like the foolifh virgins, were flecping, with 
_ their lamps untrimmed, others were more than ufually atten- 
tive to théMaterefts of Zion. 

For more than two years before the reformation in 1801 
commenced, ftated feafons were fet apart for {pecial prayer, on 
which many, profefiors attended, and poured out their hearts in 
united and fervent fupplications for the efiufions of divine in- 
fluence upon the church, and upon finners. Pefides a public 
church conference, holden ence a fortnight, and feveral days, 
publicly appointed for humiliation, fafting and prayer, there 
was obferved, monthly, 2 more private conference. 

In the {pring of 1801 the paftor propofed to the church to 
meet the youth and children, in diferent parts of the town, as 

2 often 
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often as convenient, for the purpofe of inftructing them in the 
doétrines of the gofpel, and exciting their attention to the ora- 
cles of divine truth. After preaching two fabbaths, one te. 
parents, and the other to children, om the importance of paren- 
tal inftruction, and of early piety, the propofed conferences 
were opened. At firft a flrange indifference, or rather oppor 
jition, in many parents, and an unufual ftupidity and inate 
tention in the youth, were manifeited ; and the conferences 
were attended without any vifible fuecefs, until the 16th of 
Auguilt. 

On that day a greater number of the youth a'tended, and 
with great apparent levity, than at any former time. The 
conference commenced under the moft diftrefling dilcourage- 
ments. All expectation of fucceis feemed to be cut off ; and 
judicial blindnets, and increaied hardne{s of heart, were contem- 
plated as the eventual, melancholy, effe&s of religious iniftrue- 
tion. Afterwards, however, it pleafed the Spirit of all grace 
to open a brighter profpect. Before the conference clofed, an 
uncommon folemnity appeared on the minds of fome, and an 
increafing attention prevailed through the whole. 

This was the firft noticeable appearance of a reformation, 
which, in its progrefs and extent, has far exceeded any before 
known in this place. 

For feveral months the effects of the divine influence were 
feen only among the youth, and principally among young fe- 
males. ‘This encouraged oppofers to deny the work of the 
Spirit, and to afcribe the ferioys imprefficns to the minifter ; 
who, it was faid, could frighten young females, but could not 
affect the minds of men. But God, who knows how to filence 
his enemies, and to fecure to himfelf tke glory of his own work, 
foon changed the feene. In the progreis of the work, the Spi- 
rit came down into all parts of the town, upon male and fe- 
male, aged and young, of all claffes and defcriptions: and 
with fuch aftonifhing power as completely to fhut the mouth of 
of every fcoffer. Some of the greateft oppofers of religion, the 
moft refolute, and the moft obftinate, were fuddenly arreited, 
and became, in the judgment of charity, the meek and humble 
difciples of the Lamb. Many others, of a more regular life 
and converfation, including the greater part of the mofi re- 
{pe&table and influential non-profefiozs in the town, were, about 
the fame time, under the powerful operations of the Holy 
Spirit. 

When the Spirit firft began his operations on the minds of 
moral finners, the finfulnefs of all-unregenerate doings, the vain 
confidence of the felf-righteous, and the juftice of God in theer 
eternal deftruction, were exprefled, in fuch a manner as to caufe 
much uneafinefs in the minds of thofe who ftill remained fecure, 
anc 
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and occafioned no fmall murmuring, againft the preacher. 
But uneafinefs and murmuring of this kind were foon fucceed- 
ed by a folemn fenfe of the native oppofition of the heart to 
God, and the moral deformity of all actions proceeding from 
it. All, who were febje&s of conviction, appeared deeply 
to realize the truth and application of thefe folemn declara- 
tions: “ The carnal mind is enmity againit God ; for it is not 
fubje& to the law of God, neither mdeed can be. So; then, 
they that are in the flefh cannot pleafe God. An.evil.man, out 
of the evil treafure of his heart, bringeth forth evil things.’’ 
‘The -moft moral and upright, in external: deportment, experi- 
enced, generally, the moit pungent and thorough conviction of 
the oppofition of their hearts to God, their unworthimefs of di- 
vine favour, and the juft defert of fin. In a word, initances of 
convidion became fo numerous, were fo unconfined to any par- 
ticular clafs, and were attended with circumiftances fo con- 
founding to carnal reafon, and fo humbling.to the pride of the 
human heart, as to compel an almoft univerfal. acknowledg, 
ment that the work was of God. 

The awakening was fo general, and the call for religious ins 
ftruction fo urgent, that, befide the public exrercifes of the fab- 
bath, one public lecture, and eight conferences, in. different 
parts of the town, were attended, weekly, for nearly fix months. 
During the greater part of this period, new inftances of convic- 
tion, and of hopeful converfion, occurred every week. 

On the third. fabbath in April, 1802, forty-two perfons were 
admitted to the church; and on the third of the June followin 
fifty-two more were added. From the third fabbath m Oéto- 
ber, 1801, to the third in Oétober, 1802, melufively, the 
whole number added to the church was one hundred and forty- 
two; of whom the greater part were heads of families. A- 
bout thirty more have obtained a hope: and, though they 
have not made a public profeffion, have to. this time, as 
have alfo thofe who have been admitted to the church, gene- 
rally manifefted the genuine fruits of the power of godlineis. 
“ But let him that thinketh he ftandeth take heed left he fall.” 


ELI SMITH. 


Holles, May 10, 1803. 
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REMARKS ON THE STATE OF THE HEATHEN. 





The following remarks were made bya Mifionary, who v'fited the dark 
region of Africa: among which are inter{perfel refle@ions, by one 
he is 2 well-2 wfoer to the M. fe se: buft tis M Thon: ry M. Igazine. 
The Editors will give them a@ place, or not, in iheir next number, as 


te then feemeth bef. 
HE Mohammadan Religion has brought numberlefs mi- 


feries on the vaft nations which are uader its empire. 
Many rich and fertile countries lie buried under the oppretlion 
of thoie invaders of human liberty and the rights of heaven. 
Many cities, and churches, in which the light wf the glorious 
gofpel once fhone with divine luftre, have become the dwellings 
of the furious enemies of our glorious religion, and the temples 
of the bold defpifers of Him who bought us with his blood. 
The cruel and debafing influence of thofe triumphant infidels 
has banifhed every trace of true religion from many thoufands 
of the human race. How many millions of thole deluded 
mortals, by the deitructive influence which their abiurd notions 
concerning predeltination have had.upon them, have become a 
prey to their perverfe contempt of the means of felf-preferva- 
tion! The defolations and miferies which this fingle miftake, 
concerning one particular doctrine of religion, has brought up- 
on the devotees of the’ Arabian prophet, are truly deploral ale. 
How much more pitiable the tate of thofé countries is, which 
lie buried in idolatry, and in which human victims are thought 
the only medium of accefs to the Deity, can fearcely be conceiy- 
ed. We read, in the hiftory of the Romans, of generals ex- 
pofing themfelves to immediate death to appeafe their angry 
ods—of two hundred children of the moft re{pectable citizens 
of Carthage being facrificed at once, in order to give a turn to 
the fortune of war. Ihave been informed by captains of veffels, 
and others, that it is a common thing for the proprietors of 
flaves in fome places on the coalt of Africa, to cut off their 
heads, and throw them into the rivers, that the veiiels of the 
Europeans may arrive fafely. ~ 
The cuftom, in the Eaft Indies, of burning women to death 
on the fame funeral pile with their deceaféd hufbands, is an evi- 
dence of the deluded ftate of thofe poor creatures who are detti- 
tute of that light which we enjoy. That the natives are (till 
tenacious of this barbarous praétice, is made abundartly evi- 
dent by the teftimony of thofe Miffionaries-who have viited 
Bengal. Forty-feven women were burnt alive on account of 
the death of one man, while the piercing fhrieks of feveral of 
them would have awakened fympathy in the heart of any but 
a Brahman. . 
1 was 
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I was once told by a flave-trader on the coat of.Africa, that 
having refufed to buy an old flave, he was afraid afterwards, 
that thofe to whom he belonged would put him to death. He 
immediately followed them with a view to buy the flave, in or- 
der to fave his life.. But before he could overtake them, he was 
lying at the fide of the path with his throat cat. Some flaves 
were once encouraged to leave their malter, by an old man, in 
a place near which I was employed, in Africa. My landlord 
caught them, and at the defire of the perfon to whom they be- 
longed, ordered one of his people to cut the old flave’s throat. 

But it is needleis to multiply inftances of heathen cruelty, of 
which [ have been acquainted. ‘The obfcene and lewd cultoms, 
which are conlidered as eflential to religion, are too fhocking to 
be mentioned. But although it may be painful to read thefe 
inftances of cruelty and barbarity, yet it may be neceffary, to 
awaken the compaflion of Chriftians, to intereft them in the fal- 
vation of thofe deluded, miferable beings, who are fo eminent- 
ly led captive by the great deceiver. Shall we not be aroufed 
to vigorous exertion for the relief of the millions of our family 
who are perifhing for lack of vifion? We molt certainly are 
under indifpenfable obligations to pray to God to meliorate the 
condition of the heathen, and to fave them from eternal perdi- 
tion. And what is more likely to effect fo defirable a purpofe, 
than to fend the gofpel of the Lord Jefus among them? We 
cannot apologize for our indifference, by faying, we are igno- 
rant of their melancholy fituation. Many feem. zedious for the 
converfion of the heathen ; and ought we not to be ftimulated 
by their example? We have profetfed to feel for them, and to 
defire to fee them evangelized. Should we not enter warmly 
into Miffionary affairs, and by our example engage others in fo 
interefting a defizn? Brethren, the hea then are perifhing daily 
in vaft numbers; and let us beware left we perifh with them, by 
reafon of our inaGivity, and want of concern for them. To 
us God has committed his Sacred Oracles, and if we do not 
endeavour to make them known to thofe of our fellow creatures 
who are perifhing for lack of snowledge; we thall be charge- 
able with a very awful refponfibility ! 
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ANECDOTE. 


Mrs. S—— of faid to a lady who objected to her re- 
ligious profeffion, I truft I am not led by Men as teachers, but 
by the Spirit of God. Spirit of God! exclaimed the lady; 
Oh, we fhould not meddle vith things fo deep ! 

He who never meddles with things /o deep, muft needs be a 


Soallow Chriftian! For if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he 
as none of his. 
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THE following Sketch, although in part but an abftraé of 
communications already given to the public, may, neverthe- 
lefs, be neither unacceptable, nor ufeleds. 

T is a fact, as melancholy as it is notorious, that, notwith- 

ftanding the long period, -which has elapfed fince the be- 
nevolent Redeemer made his appearance in fleth, but a {mall 
part of the globe is yet blefled with the light and the benign in- 
fluence of the gofpel. Of the eight hundred millions c? human 
inhabitants which the earth is computed to contain ; only about 
fifty millions are on the Proteftant Chriltian lift. Five hundred 
millions are enveloped in pagan darknefs; and the remaining 
two hundred and fifty millions are principally Mahometans, 

Jews, and Papilts. Whata melancholy picture of the moral 

ftate of the world! and how deeply affecting to every friend of 

God, and of his fellow men! But is it to be regarded only as 

a fubjecét for lamentation and unavailing tears? Can any one 

contemplate it a moment, and not be ftricken with the reflection, 

that fomething ought to be done ; that fome vigorous exertions 
nught to be made, to extend the bleflings of Chriftianity, and 
thus to meliorate the condition of the world? 

For many ages, thofe, who have been favoured with the gof- 
pel, have been ts 2 negligent and fupine, in regard to this 
great object. Engaged in controverfy among themfely es, OF 
iuffering their attention to be engrofled by the concerns of this 
temporary ftate, they have been criminally forgetful ot the mil- 
lions of their brethren, who have bee perifhing for lack of vi- 
fion. For many ages, but little, verPiitde, b has been done to 
extend the knowledge of Chrit among the nations of the earth ; 
and, of courfe, for 1 many ages the limits of Chriftendom have 
received but very little extenfion. 

Lately, however, bleffed be God, the fcene has been changed. 
Within the laft eight years, Chriftians have been roufed from 
their flumbers, and, looking round upon the world, their eyes 
have affected their hearts. Senfible of their former criminal 
fupinenefs, they have engaged: in the work of fpreading the gof- 
pel with fingular refolution and zeal. ‘Societies for “this pur- 
pofe, inftituted in Europe, have difplayed a fpirit of difinterett- 
edne(s and aétivity, of enterprize and fortitude, which do honour 
to the Chriftian name. Already have they fent Miffionaries to 
the Eait Indies, to different parts of Africa, to the iflands of the 
South Sea, and to other deftitute regions ; and they appear to 
be continually extending their views, and redoubling their ef- 
forts. Their zeal and exertions have provoked to “emulation 
the friends of the Redeemer in this land. In this country 
feveral focieties have been formed on the fame general princi- 

Vor. I. I ple, 






































66 Mifonary Intelligence. EJuwr, 


ple, and with the fame laudable views, of the Miflionary Soci. 
eties in Europe. Thefe Societies, though {till in their mfancy, 
as they have already done confiderable, have infpired the hope 
and the confidence, that, by the divine blefling, they will do 
much, for the {fpread of the gofpel, and for the falvation of pre- 
cious fouls, ready to perifh. 

Of the number and defeription of focieties now mentioned is 
the Massacuusetts Missionary Society. This fociety was 
inftituted in 1799. At its firft meeting, after its formation, 
May 28th of the fame year, the number of its members was 
only thirty-eight. Small as it was, a little fund was immedi- 
ately raifed by the contribution of its members, and of others ; 
and meafures were adopted to carry into effective operation its 
benevolent defign. During the firlt year, hewever, owing to 
providential hindrances, no mitlionaries were employed. 

At the fecond annual meeting, May 23, 1801, it appeared 
that the number of members had increafed to one hundred and 
nineteen, * and the fund amounted to upwards of a thoufand dol- 
jars. ‘This year four miffionartes were employed ; viz. the Rev. 
Metlieurs David Avery, Jacob Cram, John Sawyer, and Ado- 
niram judfon. 

Mr. Avery was inftructed to vifit the new fettlements in the 
wefiern part of the itate of New York; and commenced his 
miffion in the month of September. At Beco, 23 miles weft of 
Albany, on the 14th of September he preached his firft fermon. 
From Bern he proceeded weftwardly ; and, during his miffion 
of 222 days, he vifited upwards of fifty different places, preach- 
ed one hundred and feventyJeven fermons, and attended fifty- 
two conferences. 

Mr. Cram, whofe mifionary field was alfo in the weftern 
counties of New York, commenced his mifion in the month of 
Auguf, and preached in nearly fitty newly fettled towns. 

Mr. Sawyer’s miflionary field was in the diftri@ of Maine. 
He commenced his miflion in the month of Auguft; and in the 
courfe of the ten weeks, in which he was employed, preached 


.fixty-three fermons, 


Mr. Judfon was fent into the interior parts of the ftate of 
Vermont, was in the Society’s fervice about three months, and 
preached upwards of forty termons. 

In the courfe of the third year, the Society fupported two 
yummer, and two winter miflions, near the weftern lakes; and 
alfo two fummer millions, and one during the winter, in the 
diftrict of Maine. The mifiionaries employed in the weftern 
fervice were the Rev. Meflieurs Avery, Cram, and Alexander ; 
thofe in the ealtern, the Rev. Metlieurs Wines and Sewall. 
Their refpective journals, which deferibe the extenfive fields of 

their 
* The prefent number is about 240. 
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their labours, and mention the places where they preached, and 
the manner in which they employed their time, exhtbit ample 
teftimonials of their miflionary qualifications. Mr. Alexander 
was fixteen fabbaths in the Socicty’s employ ; rode eleven hun- 
dred and thirty-three miles, preached fixty-three fermons, bap- 
tized fifteen perfons, attended four conferences, gathered two 
churches, and affiitted in gathering another. Mr. Wines was 
employed a term inelnding twenty-two fabbaths ; preached 
ninety fermons, adminiftered the facrament of the L ord’s fup- 
per twice, baptized four children, admitted eight perfons into 
the church, and affifted in gathering two churches, 

In the courfe of the laft year, four miffionaries were in the 
employment of the Society. ‘The Rev. Mr.Cram traverfed an 
extenfive region inthe new fettlements of New York and Penn- 
fyivania. The Rev. Mr. Alexander laboured alfo in the Ge- 
nefee Territory. The Rev. Meflicurs Avery and Sewall were 
employed in the diftri& of Maine. Fiom their journals it ap- 
pears, that they performed their fervice with the fame fideiity, 
diligence, and zeal, which had been fo happily difplayed in 
former miflions. 

The miffionary journals furnifh pleafing proof, not only that 
the feveral miffionaries employed by the Society have been faith- 
fully devoted to the great obje& of the inftitution; but alfo, 
that, in general, they have been gratefully received, in the pla- 
ces where their fervices were tendered ; and that, in many in- 
ftances, their zealous and affectionate labours have been crowned 
with encouraging fuccefs. 

Mr. Avery, in the journal of his firft weftern miflion, fays, 
“ In traverfing this great region, I have had the fatisfaction to 
find the people, in general, well difpofed towards miflionaries. 
They came out with cheerfulnefs ; they heard mé with patience, 
and with avidity ; and in fome places with anxiety and tears. 
It has been affeCting to fee women hafting to meeting in a dark 
evening, and deep mud, by the light only of a brand of fire. 
Infidelity, which early claimed this region, and ere¢ted its fland- 
ard here, has been made to feel very ‘powerful oppofition from 
heaven. When the enemy came in like a flood, the Spirit of 
the Lord has lifted up a ftandard againft him. It has loft fome 
champions; its creft is lowered. When reafon fails of con- 
vineing infidels, the banner of the crofs, accompanied with the 
Holy Ghoft fent down from heaven, is enough to make them 
tremble, and to gain their affent.” 

The following are extracts from the Rev. Mr. Cram’s journal 
of 1802 & 3. 

“ At Great Hollow, near the Catfkill mountain, ftate of New 
York, there has been a remarkable attention to religion this 
year. A church has been gathered, all of whom, three except- 
ed, have recently become profeflors. Three fourths of the 
adults now belcng to the church. “In 
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“In the neighbourhood, weft of Schoharrie court honfe, 

tarried two nights. I found more attention here than in any 
ed where I had been. They feemed remarkably ready to 
receive ideas, without any difpofition to cavil. Several had 
recently obtained hopes that they were born again; one, while 
{1 was there. 

* Monday, June 31, 1803, pafled through New Hartford and 
Utica. In both thefe places there have been awakenings fince 
laft fpring. At Utica, befide the general conference, there is a 
fele& conter ence, where none but members of the church, and 
thofe who are under ferious impreflions, are admitted. Several 
hope they have lately been born again. 

“Feb. 13th, I preached at Onondaga Hollow, Ifsials ix. 6. 
The Prince of peace. The Indians here have for two years ¢reat- 
ly reformed of their intemperate drinking. This was effe&e 
by Cornplanter’s brother, who told them he had communica- 
tions with the Creat Spirit, who was offended with the Indians 
for their drunkennefs ; that it was a fcheme of the white people 
to rob them of their lands. The impreffion he made was fo 
powerful, that different tribes held feveral councils on the fub- 
jet, and finally agreed to leave off the intemperate ufe of firong 
liquors. 

‘Saturday, April 2d, I vifited the Tufcorora Indians. But 
one of their chiefs was at home. He madea fpeech to me, 
giving me thanks for my vifit, exprefling his defign of attend- 
ing to the religion of Jefus Chrift. le obferved,: that the 
white people had attended to this religion, and were profper- 
ous, but their people had not attended, hence they were dimi- 
nifhed ; and they muft now attend. He prefented me with three 
firings ‘of white wampum, to prefent to thofe who fent me, as 
a token of refpe& and friendfhip. Thefe Indians have learned 
to fing pfalms, in which they ‘greatly delicht. They havea 
Stockbridge Indian for a fehoolmafter, who teaches re: iding, 
writing, and finging. In converfation the chief told me shot 
formerly he had children. When the firft was fick, fome of the 


Indians told him, he muft kill a hog, or fome creature,, and 


make.a fealt, or his child would die. He did fo; but the child 
died. His other children became fick ; he practifed in the fame 
way, by advice of his friends ; they all died. Something feem- 
ed to {peak to him, that if he did not leave of fuch practices, 
he fhould die himfelf. It is faid there is not a legitimate chi ld 
in the village, according to our laws, or their ancient cuftoms. 
“On the iabbath I preached. When they retired after public 
fervice they affecionately took me by the hand. Among others 
there was.a female, who has been accounted a propheteis. She 
fill fays many things in favour of their old fuperttitions. 
About the time that Chriftian Mifficnaries firit vifited thefe 
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pagans, and other tribes in the vicinity, there was an effort to 
revive their heathen fuperititions. One man among the Senecas 
pretended to have revelations, and obtained influence with his 
nation; but Redjacket oppofed — and {till appears to feel 
the goipel important. This chief of the Tufcororas did not at- 
tend preaching when I was here in 1800. When their prefent 
miffionary fir rit came, he did not. He ufed to remark, that “ his 
mother did not attend to th e gofpel: fhe was a good woman : 
he did not fee why he sbi not be good without aticnding 
fermons.’’ Some of thofe Indians ate induftrious, have {kill vd 
bufinefs, corre&t ideas of property, and are rich. 

“This month I[ had an interview with Poudric, who has two 
fons anda daughter. His oldeit foh is 14 years of age, and 
the next heir to the prefent chief Sachem. On this account he 
is very defirous he might receive an education at iome college 
of the United States. He wifhed they both might be taken 
away toa diftance, that they might not fee th e Indian fetile- 

ments again for five or fix years. 

“Ap oril 15th, I called atc capt. Brant’s : he was not at home 
but I foon after met him and had a friendly converfation. 
delivered him a letter from the northern Miffionary Society of 
New York, thowing the probability of their furnithing his tribe 
with a miflionary, “if he defired it. When he read in the letter 
fomewhat of oe by Jefus Chrift, he was affected, fhed 
tears, and faid, “ Thefe are high words.” I read to him an 
addreis 1 had ‘received oan Dr. jopkins and Mr. Patten to 
Indians. He then fat down and converfed with freedom and 
good fenfe. He wilhed me to vilit his people on Grand River, 
in Upper Canada, about 2000 in number ; of whom 500 were 
white people. He fuppofed there was an encouraging profpect 
of the Indians being civilized to the weftward, but that it mutt 
be a gradual work. He obferved that he was a wicked man, 
but wifhed others faved, if he were loft himfelf.” * 

The following things are extracted from Rev. Mr. Alexan- 
der’s journal. 

“ Thurfday, Aug. 27, 1801, leured at Worcefter, in a 
fchool houfe, from John xv. 14. The greater part of my 
hearers were fubjects of the late revival in this place. ‘Their 
minds were tender; and they exprefled much joy at being fa- 

youred 

* The Providence of God is very noticeable in now inclining the fe 

Savage tribes to hear the gofpel, afier having fo long, and fo repeatediy, 
rejeded it. The manner of effedi * it is equally furprifing. They are 
evidently moved iy motives of line policy, while the defigns of God, 
we hope, are mercy and falvation. The Tufcorora chief “obferved, that 


sf 


“ ahite people attended to the gofpel, and were profperous; that their 


people had not attended, and were diminithed,” hence they mufl now 
attend. 
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voured with miffionary aid. The profeffors of religion in 
thefe parts appear to live in the enjoyment of God. Their 
learts are overflowing with divine love; and, according to 
the beft information, they fhew in their lives and converfa- 
tion that there is a difference between the clean and the un- 
clean. They evidently fepatate themfelves from the camp of 
finners, and have no connexion with the unfruitful works of 
darknefs, in féolith talking and jefting, in dancing, and other 
Vain amufemenits. 

«“ At New Durham, in the cotinty of Greeti, is a glorious 
revival of religion. The work of God in the convigtion and 
converfion of finners began laft fpring to make its ae pear- 
ance in this place. It has been ever {ince increafing pre 
ing in fuch a manfier that the attention of all the inhabitants 
has been awakened to divine truth, and to their own guilt and 
danger ; and many have humbled themfelves at the footftool of 
fovereign grace. The effufions of the Holy Ghoft have reach- 
ed every family, and nearly every perfon, in the town, which 
is large in territoty, and thickly inhabited. How animating 
is the profperity of Zion in thofe regions, which, a few years 
fince, were the dwelling place of furious beaffs and roamin 
favages ! God can make folitary places bud and bloflom, and 
deferts become vocal with his praife. 

“Monday, Aug. 31, at Litchfield, delivered a difcourfe 
in the evening, from Pfalm Ixxiii. 18. After fermon and pray- 
ér, we went mto a conference on the wickednefs of men, their 
imminent danger, and the importance of immediate repentance. 
Some appeared to be deeply ienfible of their undone fituation ; 
others fhewed much folemnity and affection ; and there is reafor 
to hope we were faveured with the prefence and the {miles of 
God. 

“ Tuefday, Sept. 1, rode to Paris. Sixteen years ago Paris 
was an uncultivated wildernefs. It now contains 4726 inha- 
bitants, four parifhes, and four congregational churches. The 
Rev. Eliphalet Steel is paftor of the firft church, and the Rev. 

‘Mr. Eaftman of the fourth. In all the parifhes there has been 
ai uncommon attention to religion, deep conviétion, and many 
hopeful converfions. The people appear to be ferious, folemn, 
and very attentive in the time of divine worfhip. The meeting 
houfes are thronged on the fabbath ; and it is no uncommon 
thing to fee two hundred perfons attend a religious conference. 
In confequence of thts general attention, the people are well in- 
doétrinated in the principles of Chriftianity. ‘Their gravity and 
morality are worthy the efteem and imitation of the old fettle- 
ments in the New England ftates. 

“ Friday, Oct. 30, rode to Trenton, and in the evening | 
preached a lecture. The hearers gave good attcution. vr 
as 
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has been, the paft fummer, fome degree of awakening and con- 
viction in this place, and feveral hopeful converfions. After 
the lefture we went into a conference on fome of the dorincs 
of religion, and the experiences of Chriftians. Several gave a 
very rational and comfortable account of the work of grace in 
their own hearts. The awakening ftill continues. 

“ Saturday, Oct. 31, rode to Stuben, In the courfe of the 
palt feafon about fifty perfons have obtained a hope in this place, 
The ferioufnefs began laft winter, but was not made vifible un- 
til May. Conferences were fet up, the Sabbath was more /tri&- 
ly obferved, and the great sah tie was, “ What fhall we do ta 
be faved.2% According to information, the work has been ¢ar- 
ried on tM a regular and folemn manner, I have converfed 
with many of the young converts, of whom the greater part ap- 
pear to have been deeply convinced of their guilt and crimina- 
lity, their loft and helplefs condition, and their entire dependence 
on the fovereign grace of God for pardon and falvation, through 
his Son. They appear to have lively views of their own turpi- 
pitude, of the juftice of the divine law, and of the glory and 
grace of the way of falvation through the Meffiah. 1 find the 
hearts of the people tender, teachable, and thankful for my af- 
fiftance. Many of the ferious people date the beginning of this 
reformation to the miffionary labours of Mr. Avery among 
them. They with to be remembered among the miflionary 
focieties.”? : 

cP Ina future number fome extrats fromthe Fournals of our 
other Mifionaries will probably be prefented. 








May 24and 25, 1803, the Maflachufetts Miffionary Society 
held, in Bofton, its fourth annual meeting, The meeting, 
which was large, folemn, pervaded with brotherly affection, and 
bleffed, as we truft, with the gracious prefence of the Lord, the 
interefts of whcfe kingdom were confulted, was opened with 
prayer, by the Prefident. Divine fervice was attended, in the 
Rev. Dr. Eckley’s meeting houfe, on the evening of the 24th, 
The Rev. Mr. Auitin of Worcefter, who led in gli the public 
folemnities, delivered a very appropriate and impreflive dif- 
courfe, from Rom. i, 14, 15 : “ J am debtor both to the Greeks and 
to the Barbarians, both to the wife and to the unwife, So, as much ag 
in me is, I am ready to preach the gofpel to you that are at Rome al/v.” 
‘The auditory was refpeCtable, and appeared deeply to feel the 
impreflion of the occafion; and the collection for the benevo- 
kent purpofes of the Society was liberal. 
® The officers chofgn for the prefent year are, the Rev. Natha- 
nael Emmons, D. D. of Franklin, Prefident, Rev. Samuel Auf- 
tin, of Worcefter, Secretary, Deacon John Simpkins, of Boftoa, 
Treafuser; the Rev. Mefirs, Nathanacl Emmons D. D. Davig 
Sanford 





- 


32 Infrallations. [June, 


Sanford of Medway, Daniel Hopkins of Salem, Samuel Niles 
of Abington, Samuel Spring of Newburyport, Samuel Auftin, 
Jonathan Strong of Randolph, Jedediah Morfe, D. D. of 
Charleftown, Elijah Parifh of Byfield, Deacon John Simpkins, 
and Rev. Jacob Norton of Weymouth, Truftees. The Rev. 
Abiel Holmes of Cambridge was chofen the firft, and the Rev. 
Paul Litchfield of Carlifle, the fecond, preacher for the next an- 
niverfary. The Rev. Samuel Worcelter of Salem was chofen 
one of the Editors of the Maflachufetts Mifionary Magazine, 
in the place of the Rev. Caleb Alexander, who has removed 
into the weftern part of the State of New York. . 

N. B. The Miffionaries appointed for the prefent féafon are, 
the Rev. Mr. Cram and Mr. Seth Nelfon for the wefterm@egion, 
and the Rev. Jotham Sewall for the Diftrict of Maine. 
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INSTALLATIONS. 


April 20th, 1803, the Rev. Samuet Worcester was inftal- 
led Paftor of the Tabernacle Church and Society in Salem, 
The intreductory prayer was made by the Rev. Mr. Spring of 
Newburyport; the Rev. Samuel Auttin of Worcefter preached 
the fermon, from és xvii. 21; the Rev. Samuel Niles of A- 
bington made the confecrating prayer; the Rev.Daniel Hopkins 
of Salem gave the charge; the Rev. Thomas Worcefter of 
Salifbury, N. H. gave the right hand of fellowfhip; the Rev. 
Leonard Worcefter of Peacham, V. made the concluding prayer. 


Fune 15th, 1803, the Rev. Mr. Wiuttams was inftalled Paftor 
| ef the Baptift Church and Society in Beverly. The introducto- 
i ry prayer by Rev. Jofeph Grafton ; the fermon by Rev. Mr. 
ie Baldwin, from 2 Cor. iv. 5; the charge by Rev. Dr. Stillman ; 
2 the right hand of fellowfhip by Rev. Jofeph Grafton; conclud- 
t ing prayer by the Rev. Mr. Lovell. 


Fune 22d, 1803, the Rev. Hezex1anH May was ordained Paf- 
tor of the Second Congregational Church in Marblehead. In- 
troductory prayer by the Rev. Mr. Porter of Roxbury ; fermon 
by the Rev. Jedediah Morfe, D. D. of Charlefton, from Luke xii. 
42, 43; ordaining prayer by the Rev. Jofeph Dana, D. D. of 
Ipf{wich ; charge by the Rev. Thomas Barnard, D. D. of Salem; 
tight hand of fellowfhip by the Rev. Samuel Dana of Marble- 
head; concluding prayer by the Rev. Timothy Dickinfon of 
Hollifton. 








* 








To CorresPonDENTS: 


Horatio, Pascat,and fome other valuable communications, 
t inferted in this number, fhall have a piace in our next. 
3 The 


> 
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Joun Simpxins, Treafurer, 


Say 25. By balancé due per adjuftment......... 


By a donation received, pr. Rev. Sam’l Auftin, 


crOm -LicbOren- MONG, .. > & « 6 0 6 6 8 oe eve 
Ee. MA PONG 5 ks og ele leon: 6 we 06 
from Hlannah Flaven, ... « «<0. tenes 
from Abel Ellis, ...... os 6 eerie 
from Sarah Goodale,..... dé aide db wed ‘ 


from Paul Goodale, ....¢s666 pee 
“from Deacon Beman, ....6.2.26se86% 
from Mr. Boutel, ... 215422 e eee 
By a donation, pr. Dr. Emmons, from Seth 
a 6k oc bE hsb De KES BE ale 
By do. pr. Rev. Oiis Thompfon, from his fo- 
ClEtY,s wesw essere errs ecrecios 
By do. Gam 2 friend, . 2. 6 s.0 604s 6's é 
By do. from Samuel Green, pr. John Jacobs, . . 
By do. pr. John Punchard, from the Tabernacle 
Society in Salem,............ sa 
By do. pr. Samuel Worcefter, from two perfons, 
By do. pr. Rev. Paul Litchfield, from one, ... 
‘By do. of Solomon Stickney,......+.... 
By do. of ‘Thomas Stickney, ....... pal 's 
By do. pr. do. from Jofhua Piokard,..... 
By do, from the Female Society, Bofton, to pur- 
"chafe Books, to be fent on by the Miffionaries, 
By do. received of Ezra Weld, from his fociety, 
By do. pr. Rev. Jacob Norton, from his fociety, 
y do. of a perfon unknown,..,..4...-. 
By do. of Andrew Haraden,......... 
By do. pr. Rev. Leonard Woods, from a Lady 
in Newbury, ..-6s+6s. 6 « a 
By do. pr. Rev. Abiel Holmes, from a Leis, e: 
By do. pr. Rev. Sam’l Spring, from his fociety, 
By do. pr. Rev. Daniel Hopkins, Salem, from a 
number of Females of his fociety, .....4.. 
By donation of Rev. D. Hopkins, from his fociety, 
By do. pr. Rev. Elijah Parifh, from his fociety, 
By contribution at Old South Meeting-houfe, 
dolls. 68,g0—paid fexton for candles, 3 dolls. 
By a donation pr. Rev. Timothy Dickinfon, from 
an unknown perfon, ..... 2.200% ; 
By intereft received, .- 1. 2-22-2020 es 
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K Amount carried over, 1133 59 

























Treafurer’s Account with the 





Amount brought over, .....2-++++--s 1133 $9 4 
May 29. By a donation from Dummer Sewall Efq. Bath, 5 co 
. By do. pr. Mellens, Efq. from Rev. ‘Timo- 
thy Diekinfon’s fociety, . . . ... . se eu es 15 42 } 
June 2.°By cath of 116 perfons for tax,...--- + +,- 244 do 


18. < tax of L. Loring, C. Marfh and S. Séwall, 6 co 
y do. of Daniel Hardy and Richard Devons, . 4 00 
bene do. of Thornas M‘ Clare, Kiah Bailey and 
‘Paul and Walhington Dodge, ....-++-+-+-. 8 oa 
July 8.-By do of J. H. Stevehs and “Abraham Gould, 4 00 
‘Dy-a donation from a friend, ........ — 5 CO 
‘Byrao. from ‘a ‘lady, .°. 5 2 si 2s oe 2 oe ae 175 
12. By tax of Rev. fohn Ward,..........++%) 2 08 
‘By cath of David Hyflop, .......... mee § co 
‘By tax of Rev. John Fi. Church, .. 2 «6s? - 2 00 
‘By -do.’of Haac Robinfoh,...... >» 4 0a 
14. By a donation from E, P. of Danvers (a true 
MD 2 SOS SS oes *s s we 6 2 828s 22+ 1000 
‘By do. from hon: Benjamin Auftii, Efg..... . 10 oo 
26. By tax of John Damon, ......... lec 0 2 oo 
Sept. 10, By a @onation from an unknown perfon, = 2». 2,,:800 20 
O&. 13. By tax of James Sewall,.... 2.22.22 - 2 00 
a By do. of Benjamin Barker,.......-.. 2 00 
y 16. By a donation pr. Rev. J. Morfe, of Charleftown, 
a fran mis fociety, ose. 8 th a0 b 6 10,0 96 38 
7 Ge. Pr. GO, in DOORS, » . + << «0 9.0 4.66, 3 62 
Nov. 11. ‘By tax of deacon Larkin, ..........-. 2 09 
17. By a donation from Mr. J. Baker, Dorchefter, . 20 o@ 


1803. 
Mar. 30, By do. froma lady, pr. Rev. P. Litchfield, .... 55 
By tax of Seth Stetfon, for r802 and 1803, .. . 4 0c® 
By -a- donation, ‘pr. Azariah Faxon, from the 
_* *Wafhington parifh, ftate of Newhampfhire,.. 14 15 
By tax of Azariah Faxon, asa member,.... 2 co 
fup’l] 27. By do. of Rev: Jofeph Lee, for next year, ..., 2 ce 
Jan. 25. By cath of David Avery, being what he received 
ee a On, oc we ce 0 oe ee ee 2 





dolls. 1868 
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The MassAcHuserrs Missronarr Socterr, in Account withx 


| Joun Simpkins, Treafurer, ~ DR 
1802. dis. cts. 

May 26. To cafh, paid Dr. Emmons’s ordae to Rev. 
) Sg ee ee a re eee 26 22 


To paid Dr. Emmons’s order to Rev. Daniel 
| Hopkins and Rev. Abiel Holmes, for books, . 40 co 
To paid Dr. Emmons’s order to Rev. Jacob 


Cram, ..+--2ee-s ee ee ee ee 360 57 
To lofs on money counterfeited,....... 7 
June 30. To paid Dr. Emmons’s order to Rev. David 

; Mavery, in full, as prvacc’t, .... + + 2%'s 133 52 


July 13. To paid Rev. Sam’ Spring’s order to Edmund 
M: Blunt, for printing his Miffionary Sermon, 90 00 
Dec. 8. To paid Dr. Emmons’s order pr. Rev. Caleb 


To paid Dr. Emmons’s order to do. in advance, 50 00 
] 


PIAGREMET oe et es 5 a oe eee 50 co 
1803. 
) Jan. 28. To cath paid Rev. Daniel Hopkins, for printing 
) ‘ propofals for a Magazine, ie i ie, aN AL 7 00 
) To. cafh paid Rev. David Avery towards his 
) NG a's ae sins 0 ole ws Wim elm 108 50 


To do. in full, as pr. Dr. Emmons’s order, ... §7 50 
Ap’l27. To paid Dr. Emmons’s order to Rev. Caleb 





EES SS AES EEE EE: ©, Cee SPs 7 26 50 
To poftage of letters at different times, .... . 7° 
May 4. To paid Benjamin Ruffell’s bill for advertifing 
a ee =—o 1 00 
To paid Adams & Rhoads for do... ..... 1 0O 
To paid Dr. Emmons’s order to Rev. Jotham 
Sewall for laft year’s fervice, a AAS eel optic 216 00 
| dolls. 1169 26 
May 24. Balance due the focicty,............ 699 52 





Boflon, May 24, 1803. 

WE the fubfcribers, a committee to examine 
the Treafurer’s Acconnt with the Maffachufetts 
Mifionary Society, have attended that fervice, 
and find the Account corre&ly caft, and well! 
vouched ; and the above balance of fix hundred 
*% and ninety-nine dollars and fifty-two cents due to 

' fe Society. i Fosrey Barxer, 

Foun Puncusrp, 

Foun Pearson. 
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DONATIONS, 
Received in the time of the Mecting of the Massaczuserrs. 
*  Massronarr Socrerr, May 23 and 24, 1803. 















tt dls. chs.. 
a OF Rev. Nathanadllinméns, D.D. from his fociety. . 55 98. 
a) Of do. from three Ladies of Northbridge .... 2.2... 3 50 
i Of Rev. Jacob Norton, from three Ladies of Wermonth . ; ee 
Of Rev. Samuel Auftin, ffom Hannah M‘ Farland . ae 

from William M* Farland . . 3 00 

from: Mrs. Boutel . as paste ee SO 

Of Rev. Otis Thompfon, Rehoboth, from his fociety 6. «, 5, 8 OR 

Of Mr. John Jacobs, from Thomas Farrar... ..++45 2 00 

Of Mr. William Manning, Townfend...... +. Cake 2 CO 

Of Rev. Samuel. Niles, from Mr. Ephraim Noyes: a5 « 1 10. 

a Of Mr. Ward. Litchfield . 2&0 wen ee ee ©6080 
it Of Rev. Adonisam Judioes ....¢.. 2 ae _ 10 CO, 


Of Rev. Samuel Worcefter, from the Tabernacle fociety, 


/ 


©f Rev. Samuel Stearns, Bedford .......4.2.2..e-. “2 00 
Of Rev. Leonard Woods, Newbury, from feveral perfons 














from a number of Ladies belonging to his mea 47 00 
Of Rev. Samuel Spring, Newburyport, from his fociety . . 47 58 
Of Mr. Patrick, a candidate for the mmiftry......... 1 08 
Of Rev. Timothy Diekinfon, from: feveral Ladies of his 




















from Hepzébah Pratt Paes « vat OO 
from John Damon, Reading .. 25 06 



































Of Rev. Jacob Cram, Miffionary, 

_ from Fifhing Creek, Northumberland county, Penn... 4 8s 
from. Buitalo:Palleyy hs yi . 4 00 
trom, Greenwood. GR ii sg oe tt 7 55 
from Briar Creek —. oe 2 00 





























eariied forward 714. 00 


Salem . .. > Se a © e*¢-e.é¢€ ¢ e a i i 31 76: 


. Of Mr. John Punchard, from a gentleman it in Salem. . ... 100 0G, 
‘ue Of Rev.. Paul Litchfield, Carlifle .. 00.0.0 we ee ee «1 82; 


fr HishOcietP sce oe Lae ee « 23 27 
Of Rev. Elijah Parifh, Byfield, from his fociety ..... 39 10, 
Of Rev. Daniel Hopkins, Salem, from his fociety ..... 96 oo. 


fociety. . © cf 2 & 8 8 *.-e © #& @& © © @©— © *&®% © © © & @ e* « 4 oo 
Of a gentleman in Reading ..... cv ck. eae 


Of Rev. Eliffia Fifk, Wrentham, from his fociety ...... 15 60 
l’rom: Rev. Samuel Judfon’s fociety, Uxbridge... .... 13 32 
Contribution at the Old South, —e after the Miffionary 
DUNNE 3 6 60 tee A aME bs Se 4 6k be He ¥ *. 129 12 
Of Rev. Jotham Sewall, Miffionary, from feveral perfons in 
Farmmeton and Tyngton (Maine) ......... . 12 50 
Of do. from Clinton’. ge oe ce. émeso so s0 § C.. 
from Canaan....... Pe oes 046. © 4 00 





it 








from Smithfield, Northampton county, Penn. . - +... i 
from N. Defmy, Eig. . . «dow. .... , I 00 
from Milford, Wayne county, Penn... . By s+ eee 1 12 
from Back of Milford, do... .....22- FS nde we 50 
from Chopinoc, Suffex county, Newjerfey .......- 2 19 
TOM a private perlOM. 2... 2. 20s Sie ieiee © é 25 
from Forks of Flatbrook «1:1. << 00s 00 se eae I 25 
fom Little. Flatbrook: ..o. o.oo os «0 wie lale oe . I 53 
from Mahackamack, Orange county, N. Y.....:. 64 
TOM payne sds Le er ae a hc’ 3 
SPOM a 56. ai 4 GORD oun ce Gs oo A DO t 64. 
from Marmakoting, Ulfter Gpunty, N. Y........ 1 19 
from Acra Society, Green county, do...«..... 3 07 
from two @hurch members . . 2. 62. ee ee eee 50 
from a ftranger in Durham fociety .. 1. 2.5... 50 
from Sharon, near Cherry Valley ........... 1 81 
from Marcellus, Onondago county, N. Y........ 2.50 
from firft Congregational Church in Bloomfield, Onta- 
oe De rr jr re 20 00+ 
from Quarterly Prayer Meeting in Newport, R, I... 9 00 
from widow Adams, Pomfret, Conn........ ss 100 
765 43 
— ama : 





f03.} Lift of Members, &e. 
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dis, ets. 
Amount brought forward 714 


le) 








| LIST OF MEMBERS 
Belonging to the Massacuuserrs Mrssronarr Socrerr for 
propagating the Gofpel. ) 


Rev. David Sanford 
Daniel Hopkins 
Nathanael Emmons, 
Ezra Weld 
Samuel Niles 
Samuel Spring 
Jofeph Barker 
john Crane 
Samuel Auttin 
Timothy Diekinfor 
Jacob Norton 
Jonathan Strong 
Peter Sanborn 
John. H. Stevens 

Paul Litchfield 

John Smith 

Samuel Mead. 


D. D. 


¥* 


Mr. Jofeph Emerfon 
Dea. Jofeph Kittle 
Abner Bowen 
Rev. William Grenough 
Abiel Holmes 
Rufus Anderfon 
Dea. Afa Chafe 
Dr. Ammi R. Mitchell 
Rev. John Sawyer 
William Riddel 
| Kiah Bailey 
Mr. Seth Studfon 
Rev. Jonathan Ward - 
Mr. James Davis 
Seth Nelfon 
Rev. Ifaac Bailey 
Dea. David Richards 








7% Lift of Members belonging to the 


Eliphalet Gillet 
Freegrace’ Reynolds 
Titus. I. Barton 
-. Jonathan Po , 
Mr. Daniel Hard: ante 
Charles Coffin, yun’r - 
Dea. John. Simpkins 
Rev. [faac Tompkins 
Mr. John. Wait. 
Rev. Leonard Worcetter- 
Mr. George Odiorne 
Dr. Kendal Kittridge 
Rev. Samuel Worcefter 
Leonard Woods 
Elijah Parifh ... 
Jedediah Morfe, D. D. 
Nicholas. Pike, Efq. 
Mr. Calvin Park. : 
Rev. Jonathan Homer 
‘ John Grenough 
Dr. Charles Coffin. 
« John. Pettingil, 
Samuel French, jun’s 
Dea. Thomas Thompfon 
Mofes Atkinfon 
Rev, John Cleveland 
Elifha Fifk 
Edward “pom * 
am John nd NG 


. Edward *. 
Jofeph F 
Nehemia . 


Thomas Davis. 

John Low — 

John Dike ° 

Fitch Pool 

William H. Lovet 
Capt. Ephraim Emerton | 

Mr. Braékley Rofe 








Jonathan Ireland, jen'r r. 


i John Taylor 

John Jenks 
Dex Nathaniel Batchelder 
Mr. Jofeph Symonds 
Capt. Jonathan Lambert | 
Mr. Edmund Gale 
Ifaac Wilkins — 
Dea. John Robbins = ~ 





2 


aT ofeph Searl, jun’r.. 
Dea. John Larkin 








fjone, 3 


Mr. Thomas Odiorne- : 
Ward Litchfield 
Richard Thayer 

Rev. Benjamin Wood 
John Taylor 
Noah Woreefter, Efqs 

Rev. Nathaniel Howe 
Hugh Wallace 


Mr. Benjamin Thompfor. 
‘Rev. John H. Church 


Jabez P. Fifher 
Mr. Ifaac ‘Robinfon 
Abraham Gould 


Parker Cleveland, Efq.. 
Benjamin Coleman 
Solomon’ Stickney 
Daniel Ide 
Job Plympton 
Philo Sanford 
Rev. fohn Bullard: 
Caleb Alexander. 
Mr. John Morong § 
Samuel Very . 
Dea. Jofeph Rofs 
Capt. Jonathan Shillaber 
Mr. John Punchard 
Mr. Afa:-Meach 
Rev. Otis Thompfon 
Thomas Carpenter, Efqa 


‘Rev. Levi Pilfberry 


; Mr. Samuel Harris, jun’r. 


Gurdon, Avery 
William Gridley 
- Daniel Emerfon, Efq.. 
John Damon, 
Dea. Benjamin: Thompfon 
Mr. Daniel Gowen. , 
Jabez Brown 
William Loring 


mi! Capt. Jofhua Goodale 


Rev. Santuel fon 


_ Mr. William Dodge 


Thomas Stickney 
Enoch Tenney 


Benjamin Hawes 
Ephraim Noyes. 












' 3803.) 


Afa Parlin, Efg. 
Dea. Ephraim Robbins 
Mr. John Jacobs 

John Green 

William Cooper, Efq. 
Mr. Samuel Sewall 
Thomas M‘Clure 
‘Rev. Alexander M‘Lean 
Mr. Jofeph Hurd 


ames Baker 
id Trufant 
aleb Marth 


Laban Loring 
Richard Devons, Efq, 
‘Mr. Roland Bec rm 
Solomon Thayer 
Rev. Adoniram Judfon 
Mr. Noble Everett 
Daniel Bancroft, jun’r 
Thomas Miller 
Ifaac Warren 
William M‘Farland 
Afaph ‘Lealand 
Rev. Mighill Blood 
Mr. Abel Farley 
Nathaniel Howe 
Benjamin Barker 
Rev. William Emerfon 
Mr. John Holbrook 
Dea, Samuel Torrey 


Mr. Abiel White 
% James Jenkins 

) John Farewell, jun’r 

Dea. Kendal Boutel 

Mr. Ephraim Kimball 
Phineas Brown 

Dea. Ebenezer Thurfton 

Mr, John Thurfton 
Ifaac P. Lowe 
William Moose 
Mofes N. Ch 
Ebenezer Read 

Rev. Zephaniah 5. Moore 

Mr. Eleazer Whitman 

Dea. Nathan Chapin 

Mr. Obadiah Wheelock 
Aaron Bullard 

Mrs. Hannah Haven 








Hannah Haven jun’ 





Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. "9 


= = John Holbrook 





Benjamin Coleman 
Rev. Jofeph Lee 
Mark L. Hill, Efq, 





































Mr. Paul Dodge 
‘Wathimgton Dodge ‘ 
Rev. Abijah Wines My 


Mr. David Beal 
John Robbins 
Eliphaz Thayer 
Jeremiah Noyes 1. 

Rev. David Long iy 

Mr, Robert Sanders | 
Thomas Capron 


Adam Hobart 
Capt. Andrew Haraden 
Mr. Jofiah Bartlet 

john Pearfon 4 

Eleazer Peck : , 

James Scobie -) 

Caleb Bingham 
Rev. John Wilder 

Jotham Sewall 
Mr. David Hyflop 

James Sewall 

Azariah Faxon 
Mr. John Ellingwood 

5 Woodmaa 

Amos Brickell 

Benjamin Coleman 

Archelaus Fifher 
Rev. Jofeph Gof 
Mr. Ebenezer Waters 
Rev. Hezekiah May 
Mr, Jofiah Caldwell 

William Lang a 

George W. Martin oe 

Daniel Gregg | 
Mrs. Rachel Howe 
Rev. Solomon Aikin 
‘Mr. Daniel Chute 
Rev. Alfred Johnfon Ra 
Mr. Levi Pilfbury Fey 

Nathaniel Smith © © 
Benjamin Hawes +, 

Benjamin Hawes, jus’r 
Col. John Hathorne 
Rev. Ebenezer Dutch 


ih 
Levi Weld - . ! 





80 ! Poetry. {Suns P 


Mr. William M*‘Farland Afahel Huntington 
Zichri Nath * Mr. William Chitholm 
Nathaniel Knight Dea. Richard Lang 
David Perkins Mr. Artemas Woedward 


Dr. Jefeph Torrey © 


N. B. Jf every person in the above lift have not his proper addition, it 
owing to the want of corred information, 





pee atinanatiettinns—<initaaettttisinnel 


POETRY, 


But my God fhall fupply all your "e, according to his riches in gloryy 
by Chriff Fefus—Puir. iv. 19. 9% . 
RICHES immenfe are in thy hand, 
‘Thou God in whom I truft, 
in whom I live, by whom I itand, 
Mok holy, wife and juft. 


. © how extenfive is thy grace, 
- How rich, how full, how free! 
The needy thou delight’ft to raife; 
1’ll tell my wants to thee, 





{ want to fear thy facred name, 
I want to love thee more} 

I want to feel that heav’nly flame 
Whieh I have felt before. 


I want to know myfelf aright, 
~~ "To hear what Jefus faith ; 
I want repentance in thy fight, 
I want a ftronger faith. 


I want to have my foul refign’d 
Submiffive to thy will; 

I want a meek, a humble mind: 
I want my wants to feel. 


I want a chafte and fingle eye 

__ Thy gracious ear incline; 

From fulnefs infinite fupply 
This empty foul of mine. 


Th Jefus let thefe bleffings flow; 
He bought them with his blood ; 
ey let a worthléfs finner know 


~ aie promifes‘made good. . . 
| - Songs in the Nights 


* 





